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Hiding Place 
By Mrs. Arthur Good 
Psalm 139 


HOUGH I make my bed in 
Thou art there! 

Though in deepest sea I dwell, 
Thou art there! 
Could I take the wings of morn, 
And on highest cloud be borne 
To earth’s farthest hiding place, 
Even there Thy love would trace 
All my steps and follow me, 
For I cannot hide from Thee. 
Humbly then my soul must fly 
To that “higher Rock than I,” 
Safely there to hide at last 
In the love that holds me fast. 


% 
ls Any Self-Love Right? 


Must we be utterly reckless of our- 
Selves? No: there is a balance to be 
kept between coddling and a kind of 
respectable suicide. An earnest Chris- 
tian worker once said in Dr. Charles G. 
Trumbull’s presence, “The Bible never 
‘ells us to save our lives”; but he, prob- 
ably with a twinkle in his keen blue eyes 
and that ready smile, replied, “The Lord 
Jesus said, ‘But when they persecute you 
in this city, flee ye into another’” (Matt. 
10:23). What he meant, of course, was 
that there are times when it is our duty 


hell, 












to protect ourselves. Some helpful com- 
ments on the right kind of self-love are 
found, unexpectedly, in the writings of 
two devoted servants of God: Matthew 


Henry, pastor and expositor, who cer- 
tainly redeemed the time if ever a man 
did; and David Brainerd, whose young 
life was burned out for God among the 
American Indians. On Matthew 22:39, 
the great commentator said: “It is im- 
plied, that we do, and should, love our- 
selves. There is a self-love which is 
corrupt, and the root of the greatest 
sins, and it must be put off and morti- 
fied: but there is a self-love which is 
natural, and the rule of the greatest 
duty, and it must be preserved and sanc- 
tified. We must love ourselves, that is, 
we must have a due regard to the dig- 
nity of our own natures, and a due con- 
cern for the welfare of our own souls 
and bodies.” In Brainerd’s diary for 
January 24, 1744, is this entry: “Near 
noon, rode over to Canaan. In the eve- 
ning, I was unexpectedly visited by a 
considerable number of people, with 
whom I was enabled to converse prof- 
itably of divine things. Took pains to 


s 


describe the difference between a regu- 
lar and irregular self-love; the one con- 
sisting with a supreme love to God, but 
the other not; the former uniting God's 
glory and the soul’s happiness that they 
become one common interest, but the 
latter disjoining and separating God's 
glory and man’s happiness, seeking the 
latter with a neglect of the former. 
Illustrated this by that genuine love 
that is founded between the sexes, 
which is diverse from that which is 
wrought up towards a person only by 
rational argument, or hope of self-inter- 
est. Love is a pleasing passion; it af- 
fords pleasure to the mind where it is; 
but yet, genuine love is not, nor can be 
placed upon any object with that design 
of pleasure itself.” How far we protect 
ourselves is to be regulated entiztly by 
the will of God, revealed to us through 
His Word, prayer, providential circum- 
stances, common sense, and sometimes 
the advice of consecrated friends. 
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|. All by One's Self 


This is the first of a series of editorials taken from a collection published 

in 1889 entitled “Ourselves and Others,” by H. Clay Trumbull, Editor 

of The Sunday School Times from 1875 to 1903. The series will run for 
several months, though not always in consecutive issues. 


By H. Clay Trumbull 


OTWITHSTANDING all that is 
said—and said truly—about the 
help and comfort of human love 

and human friendship, about the duty 
of living for others, and the impossibil- 
ity of living all by one’s self, the truth 
remains that in his realest personality 
every man does, and must, live abso- 
lutely by himself, without the possibil- 
ity of being fully understood by anyone 
else; having his own peculiar feelings, 
duties, destiny—unshared, in the truest 
sense, by any human being whatsoever. 
“The heart knoweth his own bitterness; 
And a stranger doth not intermeddle 








Comfort for Dark Days 





“For the Lord will not forsake 
his people for his great name’s 
sake: because it hath pleased the 
Lord to make you his people” (1 
Sam. 12:22). 











with his joy” (Prov. 14:10). 

In the tabernacle of every human soul 
there is an outer court, for the free com- 
ing and going of all one’s chosen people; 
and an inner court, or a holy place, 
where only the priests of one’s affections 
may find admission. But beyond the 
veil of the heart’s holy place there is an 
inner sanctuary, which only the high 
priest of one’s own personality can en- 
ter. That holy of holies is not lighted 
from without. It is curtained in on every 
side. It would be in darkness even to the 
high priest himself, unless the shekinah 
of God’s presence were there to give 
light to the one within. 

And no high priest of the soul ever yet 
made full disclosure of all that he had 
learned and felt in that inhermost sanc- 
tuary of his being. If he should attempt 
it his lips would be sealed in silence, 
like the lips of Zacharias when he had 
received the message of Gabriel which 
he might not yet disclose; and his hand 
would be stayed by his heart before he 
could transcribe ‘it for the eyes of others. 
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Even if we devoutly wished to dis- 
close ourselves wholly and unreservedly 
to another, it would not be possible for 
us to do so, while the veiling of our 
spirits in the flesh is as complete as 
now. How could a loving mother make 
clear to her infant child her own heart 
with its shapings by the experiences of 
the years that she has lived? How 
could a person with open eyes portray 
the beauties of the world about him to 
one who was born blind? How could 
two persons of different nationalities 
have free and unrestricted converse 
while each had but an imperfect knowl- 
edge of the other’s language? Every soul 
has its own unique experiences, has seen 
its own visions, and puts its own mean* 
ing into every word of its speech; and 
every other soul is deaf, or blind, or 
limited in intellect, in its effort to com- 
prehend the disclosures of another's 
soul. 

None of us are fully understood in 
this life. None of us really want to be. 
All of us would be glad to have our best 
side better known than now—dour high- 
est aims and aspirations to be disclosed 
clearly to those whom we love. Most of 
us feel that we should be the gainers in 
the good opinion of our dear ones if 
only our nobler motives and desires in 
their behalf, and our purest and most 
unselfish endeavors for their welfare, 
were laid bare to them. But none of us 
would be willing that our worst 
thoughts, our lowest imaginings, our 
most ignoble feelings, should be plainly 
recognized by any other human being— 
even our best loved and most partial 
friend or “other self.” And against the 
mental gaze of the common herd we 
shut ourselves up as within walls of 
adamant. 

Every now and then we are ‘startled 
by the unexpected disclosure of some 
man’s character as utterly at variance 
with the popular estimate of him; and 
the exclamation, “I should never have 
thought that of him!” shows how little 
we know of the inner life of those who 
are about us on every side. A look of 
calmness on many a man’s face may be 
only as the lava crust above the consum- 
ing fires of the slumbering volcano; and 
the play of a surface smile on a sunny 
countenance is perhaps but the reflected 
light that dances over the ice-covered 
stream—whose current sweeps on be- 
neath, in its unchecked and resistless 
flow. 

We do not fully know the truest life 
of those whom we know best. Some of 
them are far worthier than we suppose; 
and others are far less worthy. This is 
as true of those nearest us as of those 
with whom our acquaintance is but cas- 
ual; and it is true likewise with refer- 
ence to ourselves, as viewed and judged 
by others. 

“We hold our flear ones with a firm, strong 
grasp, 

We hear their voices, look into their eyes: 

And yet, betwixt us, in that clinging clasp, 

A distance lies.” 

The more there is to a person, the less 
likely he is to be fully known and un- 
derstood by others; and indeed the 


greater is his shrinking from the full 
disclosure of himself to others. It is 
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easy to see the bottom of a shallow 
brooklet; but who. can fathom the 
ocean’s depths? A mind that is open and 
empty can be known to all, but not so 
the mind that is densely packed with 
knowledge and thought. The profounder 
and more delicate natures are as much 
more retiring and secluded under ob- 
servation, in contrast with the super- 
ficial and ruder natures, as the eye is 
more sensitive than the palm of the 
hand to a touch. 

As Emerson puts it: “Those consti- 
tutions which can bear, in open day, the 
rough dealing of the world, must be of 
that mean and average structure, such 
as, iron, and salt, atmospheric air, and 
water. But there are metals like potas- 
sium, and sodium, which, to be kept 
pure, must be kept under naphtha.” 
Hence it is that “the best are accused of 
exclusiveness,” because of “that neces- 
sity of isolation which genius feels.” 

Concealment of one’s innermost self 
is to a certain extent a duty—a duty to 
which the most sensitive and refined 
natures are most keenly alive. Lord 
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Bacon says: “Nakedness is uncomely, 
as well in mind as body; and it addeth 
no small reverence to men’s manners 
and actions, if they be not altogether 
open. As for talkers and futile persons, 
they are commoniy vain and credulous 


withal. For he that talketh what he 
knoweth, will also talk what he know- 
eth not. Therefore set it down that a 
habit of secrecy is both politic and 
moral.” Let none of us wonder, there- 
fore, that we are unable to read fully 
our best friends. That which is still a 
mystery in their conduct and spirit— 
the something beyond all that we can 
see or know of their characters—may 
be the highest proof of their superiority. 
It is because there is so much in them 
that we cannot understand it all. Their 
distinctive pre-eminence renders them 
unable to disclose their inner selves un- 
reservedly to us—even if they would; 
and forbids them to attempt doing so— 
even if they could. 

And as in one’s feelings and character, 
so in one’s duty and destiny, each man 

(Continued on page 405) 








NOTES ON OPEN LETTERS 


Should the Unsaved Be 
Sunday School Workers? 


Do you believe the unsaved should 
have any part in Sunday school, choir 
directing, D.V.B.S., and such work? 

More and more this is creeping into 
our church until it is difficult for me 
to go along with compromising. 

As I mentioned it to the young min- 
ister, he said, “Give them something 
to do—then, get them saved.” To me 
this isn’t Scriptural. Am I right?— 
An Oregon reader. 

Unsaved people should not act as su- 
perintendents, other officers, or teachers 
in Sunday school; they should not di- 
rect church choirs; they should not teach 
in Daily Vacation Bible School; they 
should not hold any position of leader- 
ship in Sunday school or church. All of 
these branches of service are God’s work, 
and no one can begin to do it acceptably 
to Him and under the Spirit’s guidance 
who is not born again. The Bible knows 
three classes of people: natural, carnal, 
and spiritual (1 Cor. 2:14, 15; 3:1). “The 
natural man receiveth not the things of 
the Spirit of God: for they are foolish- 
ness unto him: neither can he know 
them, because they are spiritually dis- 
cerned.” An unsaved person is still a 
“natural man,” and therefore cannot be 
expected to teach the truth and lead 
others into it. The very first require- 
ment the Lord Jesus Christ laid before 
Nicodemus was, “Ye must be born 
again” (John 3:7). Electing unsaved 
people to office in the church, Sunday 
school, and Daily Vacation Bible School 
is one of the chief causes of weakness 
and trouble in our churches today. 
Worldly, unsaved church officers and 
Sunday school teachers can do a great 
deal of harm and get the school or 
church off the track of sound doctrine 
and teaching. To ask unsaved people to 





teach in Sunday school is something 
like employing lifeguards on a _ beach 
who don’t know how to swim. They 
may know the theory of it, but they 
are no good unless they actually know 
how to swim themselves. 

There may be cases where it is not 
wrong to ask a person who may not 
yet be saved, but who is “near the king- 
dom” and shows a real interest in the 
Gospel, to do some clerical or other 
more or less mechanical work in Sun- 
day school or DVBS temporarily, for 
this will keep him coming and expose 
him week after week to the Gospel and 
give him association with other Chris- 
tians. But if there is any likelihood 
that this position may lead to permanent 
work, or if it means that the person 
must be considered a member of the 
Sunday school board, then he should 
not be given the position. 

It is clear from both Old and New 
Testaments that the leaders in God's 
work are to be very carefully chosen, 
endowed with special gifts, and com- 
pletely consecrated to Him. 


x 


Christ's Visible Wounds 


In “Notes on Open Letters” you say, 
“Nothing is said clearly concerning the 
wounds in His body in connection 
with His return.” How about Zecha- 
riah 13:6, “And one shall say unto 
him, What are these wounds in thine 
hands? Then he shall answer, Those 
with which I was wounded in the 
house of my friends.” 

I do not see how you missed that 
one, but I am not hurt or gloating, 
just watching—A Michigan reader. 


This reader is right and the Editor was 
wrong in his first statement. He should 
have taken account of Zechariah 13:6. 











Six 








ae 


FMW e- srvrieens ( m@wrtieeas 


oem 


ao 


ao eK 


<= 


e 
\- 


e 


it 
g, 


7 oo 








Lesson for June 8 


help saints on earth 


HAVE already hinted that the 

WW ianecis mentioned in connection 

with the churches are human 

and not celestial messengers (Rev. 1:20; 
22:16, etc.). Angelic ministry in this 
age of grace is related more to indivi- 
dual believers than to the Church col- 
lectively. There are several references 
to angels in Paul’s writings that may 
concern the Church as a whole. 

1. Angels are present when the 
Church gathers for worship.—The verse 
Paul has in his Corinthian Letter re- 
garding the necessity of women having 
covered heads “because of the angels” 
(1 Cor. 11:10) has given rise to a variety 
of interpretation. Ellicott asks, “Why 
should a woman have her head covered 
(either with her natural veil of hair, 
or with an artificial veil shrouding her 
face) because of the angels?” The word 
“angel” must be taken in its ordinary 
and general sense; namely, angelic be- 
ings. 

“That the angels were present in as- 
semblies for worship was an idea prev- 
alent among the Jews (Psa. 138:1, Sep- 
tuagint); and regarded as they were by 
the Christian as ‘ministering spirits’ 
(Heb. 1:14), no doubt their presence 
would be realized in the meetings of 
Christians.” Because many of the_an- 
gels, enamored of the beauty of women, 
fell from their high estate (Jude 6; 2 
Pet. 2:4), so Paul’s appeal would be 
something like this: 

“You believe that once, through seeing 
the beauty of the daughters of men, the 
holy angels themselves fell (Gen. 6)— 
even that thought ought to make you 
feel that it is not seemly for you to be 
without a veil (of which your ‘power 
on your head,’ that is, your hair, is a 
type) in those assemblies where the 
good angels are present as God’s min- 
istering spirits.” 

2. Angels watch over the affairs of 
the Church.—While Paul pictured him- 
self as the last of the apostolic band to 
“struggle and die in the great arena, 
where the whole world, including men 
and angels, sit, spectators of the grim 
fight,” the language is true of the 
Church Militant in all ages. “We are 
made a spectacle [or theater] unto the 
world, and to angels, and to men” (1 
Cor. 4:9) was imagery easily under- 
stood by the Corinthians, familiar as 
they were with the arena (Heb. 12:1). 
Angels are ever the amazed witnesses 
of a persecuted, martyred Church, and 
one day will administer judgment to 
those responsible for her brutal treat- 
ment. 

In his solemn charge to Timothy, Paul 
bids the young preacher to live and 
labor not only before God and Christ, 
but “the elect angels” (1 Tim. 5:21). 








The elect or specially selected heavenly 
messengers stood and ministered before 
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Vill. The Relation of Angels to Believers (Part 1) 


Six ways in which the heavenly hosts 


By HERBERT LOCKYER, D.D., Litt.D., F.R.G.S. 


Doubtless many Christians do not 
take the comfort they might from 
the varied and extensive ministry 
of angels. False ideas of their char- 
acter and work have been spread 
by tradition, but the Bible tells much 
about their tasks. In this eighth 
article of his series, which will be 
continued next week, Dr. Lockyer 
sets forth several aspects of their 
work which ought to bring encour- 
agement and greater peace of mind 
to many hard-pressed Christian 
workers. 








the throne of God in reverent obedience, 
and Timothy, emulating their example, 
must rule over the charge committed to 
him. 

3. Angels present the Church’s wor- 
ship before God.—The angel at the altar 
above mingles incense with the prayers 
of the saints (Rev. 8:3, 4). The truth 
symbolized by John is that “the prayers 
of all the saints need to be rendered 
acceptable by the infusion of some di- 
vine element. The best prayers of the 
best saints are weak, and polluted, and 
imperfect at the best. The incense that 
is added to the prayers is not supplied 
by the angel: it is first given'to him, 
and he then mingles it with the prayers 
of all saints. It is hard to forget, here, 
Him whose offering and sacrifice be- 
came a savor of sweet smell (Eph. 5:1, 
2).” Walter Scott suggests that the an- 
gel priest in Revelation 8:3-5 is Jesus 
Christ, our great High Priest. 

Angels are deeply interested in the 
Church’s witness in this dispensation of 
grace (1 Pet. 1:12), and’ also in those 
who preach the Word (1 Cor. 4:9). By 
means of the Church in her testimony 
on earth the angels are learning the 
manifold wisdom of God (Eph. 3:10), 
which is angelic education by means of 
observation. While Christ, Head of all, 
will administer the active government 
of the world by means of His own, we 
are. to be His intermediaries between 
God and men, even as the angels were 
in the days of old. Then we are to 
assist in the judgment of angels (1 Cor. 
6:2, 3). 

Coming to the ministry of angels on 
behalf of believers, it is comforting to 
know that, although we have been made 
a little lower than the angels (Psa. 8:5; 
Heb. 2:7-9), these representatives of 
God are vitally associated with our 
life on earth. As Dr. F. B. Meyer ex- 
presses it so graphically: “The angels 
keep pace with the swiftest trains or 
planes in which we travel. They come 
unsoiled through the murkiest air. 
They smoothe away the heaviest diffi- 
culties. They garrison with light the 
darkest sepulchers. They bear us up 
in their hands, lest we should strike our 
foot against a stone. Many an escape 


from imminent peril, many an unex- 
pected assistance, many a bright and 
holy thought whispered in the ear—we 
know not whence and how—is due to 
those bright and loving spirits.” 

Let us try to discover, then, what we 
owe to these ministering spirits, who, 
like their Creator, sleep not and are 
never weary, and of whom Watts wrote: 

They are sent to guide our feet 
Up to the gates of Thine abode, 
Through all the dangers that we meet, 
In travelling the heavenly road! 

4. Angels make known the will of 
God to saints—Now that we have the 
complete revelation of the mind and 
purpose of God in the Scriptures, an- 
gelic visions and revelations, such as 
the prophets received in order to make 
known to them the will of God, are not 
necessary. Just how far the ministering 
spirits make known to the saints in this 
age various phases of divine truth, 
Scripture does not say. If the minds 
of the wicked are sensitive to the de- 
lusions of the monarch of fallen angels, 
the father of lies (John 8:44), it is not 
improbable to suppose that good angels 
are employed to suggest good thoughts 
to the saints of God. We will never 
know on earth how the angels assist us 
in the search after truth, how they re- 
move doubts and difficulties, throw light 
on what was dark and obscure, and con- 
firm our minds in the truth that is ac- 
cording to godliness. 

Paul is clear upon the point that God 
speaks directly to men, and not only 
through the intermediary of angels 
(Gal. 1:12; Acts 9:5). Yet God has en- 
dowed celestial beings with a knowl- 
edge of all that pertains to His rule as 
“the ‘blessed and only Potentate,” and 
employs them to assist in our under- 
standing of His sovereignty. This in 
no way conflicts with the office of the 
Holy Spirit who is with us to guide us 
into all truth. Whatever good thoughts 
the angels may suggest to our mind, we 
can be sure that they are behind all 
our desire to honor Christ (John 5:23). 

The honorable and privileged minis- 
try of angels in favor of the saints ex- 
tends both to the operations of His prov- 
idence and to the dispensations of His 
grace. Under the government of God, 
the incessant services of angels contrib- 
uting greatly to our safety and succor 
is a wise and merciful provision. 

5. Angels are employed to guard and 
preserve the saints—Samuel Rodgers 
wrote of one who had 
A guardian angel o’er his life presiding, 
Doubling his pleasures, and his cares dividing. 

In infancy we were taught to think 
well of guardian angels. Watts’ “Cradle 
Hymn” comes to mind: 

Hush! my dear, lie still and slumber 


Holy angels guard thy bed! 
Heavenly blessings without n 


Gently falling on thy head. 
. 
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A children’s hymn has the verse: 
When the babes are sleeping, 
Pather, guard their bed; 


May the wings of angels 
Over them be spread. 


The question is, Does this angelic 
guardianship embrace the believer as 
well as the babe? Scripture certainly 
teaches that angels do minister to the 
saints in all ages. They’ guide them 
along the pathway of life (Acts 11:13) 


and give aid in many instances (Matt.. 


4:11; Luke 22:43; John 5:4; Acts 27:23- 
25). Each ,individual member of the 
body of Christ has guardian angels for 
his spiritual guidance and aid (Psa. 91: 
11, 12; Heb. 1:14). We speak of each 
saint having his or her special guardian 
angel. But the Psalmist writes of all 
the angels being rallied for the protec- 
tion of one saint. These invisible serv- 
ants of their Creator and ours sur- 
round each saint day and”night. Here 
is Spurgeon’s rich comment on the sub- 
ject: 

“Not one guardian angel but all the 
angels are here alluded to (Psa. 91:11, 
12). They are the bodyguard of the 
princes of the blood imperial of Heaven, 
and they have received commission 
from their Lord and ours to watch care- 
fully over all the interests of the faith- 
ful. It is down in the marching orders 
of the hosts of Heaven that they take 
special care of the people who dwell in 
God. They garrison the body, soul, and 
spirit of the saint. Whether they repel 
demons, counteract spiritual plots or 
even ward off the subtler physical 
forces of disease, we do not know. Per- 
haps we shall one day stand amazed at 
the multiplied services which the un- 
seen bands have rendered us.” 

The watchful care of the angels, as 
they guard and preserve the saints from 
many dangers and trials, is beautifully 
expressed in many of the Psalms. (See 
34:7; 91:11.) We have actual instances 
of angelic ministry to Christians in the 
hour of peril in Peter’s deliverance from 
prison and in Paul’s encouragement 
amid the tempest (Acts 12:7; 27:23). 

The unseen defence of angels against 
the violent assaults of evil spirits is 
also taught (Matt. 4:11; Acts 5:19). 
Our guardian angels often remind us 
that we are in the midst of foes. Satan, 
the chief of evil spirits, represented as a 
serpent because of his insinuating cun- 
ning, lying in wait to allure his victims 
to ruin, and as a lion, because of his 
furious raging to destroy the souls of 
men, is ever eager for our overthrow. 
But under the commission of our heav- 
enly Keeper, the angels are our celes- 
tial “watchers” or guardians. 

It must not be forgotten that this ben- 
eficial ministry is only on behalf of 
saints, the “heirs of salvation” (Psa. 104: 
4; Heb. 1:14). The angels are servants, 
not to us but to God for us. They warn 
the redeemed of evil in disguise and 
place what is good in a clear, strong 
light. They constrain our will-to em- 
brace what is acceptable to God and 
flee what is evil. They quicken our 
dull affections, increase our hope or fil- 
ial fear, and assist us ardently to love 
Him they love to obey (Psa. 103:20, 21). 
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6. Angels destroy the enemies of 
saints—God defended Jerusalem by 
sending an angel to destroy the army of 
Sennacherib made up of 185,000 soldiers, 
honoring thereby the faith of Isaiah and 
Hezekiah (2 Kings 19:35). Through an 
angel, God cut off the impious and cruel 
tyrant, Herod (Acts 12:23), the mur- 
derer of the Apostle James (Acts 12:1- 
3). We hope to deal with this aspect of 
angelic ministry when we come to an- 
gels as executors of divine judgment. 
Experiences like Jacob’s were not con- 





May 24, 1958 





fined to Old Testament times (Gen. 49: 
16). Such continued angelic preserva- 
tion should serve as an encouragement 
to God’s people today, for angels stil] 
act for their care and protection. 

One of our most subtle foes is love- 
lessness. Love is the badge of true dis- 
cipleship (John 13:35) and is the secret 
of unbroken fellowship with God and 
with one another (1 John 1:3, 6, 7). 
May we ever be responsive to the sug- 
gestion of angels to love one another! 


(To be continued) 


Il. The Incarnate Word: 
the Only-Begotten Son 


The center glory of John’s Gospel 


HE structural characteristic of the 
tL fourth Gospel is that of recurrent 
ideas. We miss the real genius and 
cumulative force of it, if we try to plot 
it out in doctrinal sections. There cer- 
tainly is a methodical ground plan, but 
it is not according to subject matter. 
The intriguing feature is that of the 
chain themes that recur and develop, 
link by link, all the way through. In 
this short article only one of them ean 
be mentioned. 

Running right through from prologue 
to epilogue is the developing presenta- 
tion of Christ Jesus as the incarnate 
Word and only-begotten Son. This is 
the center glory of John’s Gospel. Al- 
though we merely skirt the subject here, 
we can at least indicate features that 
invite further inquiry. 

Twenty-three times we find our Lord’s 
meaningful “I am” (John 4:26; 6:20, 35, 
41, 48, 51; 8:12, 18, 24, 28, 58; 10:7, 9, 11, 
14; 11:25; 13:19; 14:6; 15:1, 5; 18:5, 6, 8). 
From these we pick out those in which 
He successively couples His “I am” with 
seven tremendous metaphors expressive 
of His saving relationship toward man- 
kind: 

“I am the bread of life” (6:35, 41, 48, 

51). 

“I am the light of the world” (8:12). 

“I am the door of the sheep” (10:7, 9). 

“I am the good shepherd” (10:11, 14). 

“I am the resurrection, and the life” 

(11:25). 

“I am the way, the truth, and the life” 

(14:6). 
“I am the true vine” (15:1, 5). 


Fundamentally, our Lord’s message 
was Himself. He did not come merely to 
preach a Gospel; He Himself is the Gos- 
pel. He did not come merely - to, give 
bread; He said, “I am the bread.” He did 
not come merely to shed light; He said, 
“I am the light.” He did not come merely 
to open a door; He said, “I am the door.” 
He did not come merely to name a shep- 
herd; He said, “I am the good shepherd.” 
He did not come merely to point the 
way; He said, “I am the way, the truth, 
the life.” He did not come merely to 


.plant a vine; He said, “I am the vine.” 


But our Lord’s other utterances of “I 
am” also seem to carry a profound im- 





By J. SIDLOW BAXTER, D.D. 


plication, though latently rather than 
apparently. In the Greek, “I am” is ego 
eimi. Both ego and eimi mean, “I am”; 
but the former emphasizes “I,” and the 
latter “am.” Thus, ego eimi expresses 
personal being in the strongest possible 
way. It is the Greek expression for the 
divine name “I AM.” Here are the refer- 
ences again: John 4:26; 6:20; 8:18, 24, 
28, 58; 13:19; 18:5, 6, 8. 

Take the first of them (John 4:26). 
Literally, what our Lord says to the 
Sychar woman is not, “I that speak unto 
thee am he” (i.e., the Messiah), as trans- 
lated in both the King James and the 
American Standard Versions; but “I AM 
who am speaking to thee.” In some of 
these verses our translators have appar- 
ently felt difficulty in knowing whether 
or not to insert the “he,” so they give it 
in italics only. We would not unduly 
press this, yet it certainly does seem as 
though in some of these utterances our 
Lord uses that ego eimi with maximum 
implication. Look them up and see. 

All this, of course, is given support by 
our Lord’s august claims and assump- 
tions, which find periodic expression 
right through this fourth Gospel. Take, 
for instance, the passage beginning at 
chapter 5:19. That terrific public reply 
to the Jewish leaders is prefaced by 
the explanation: “Therefore the Jews 
sought the more to kill him, because he 


. said also that God was his Father, — 


making himself equal with God” (v. 18). 
The question is at once provoked: Did 
Christ Jesus really make Himself “equal 
with God”? Well, let us see. He claims 
equality in seven particulars: 
1. Equal in working 
“What things soever he [the Father] 
doeth, these also doeth the Son like- 
wise” (v. 19). 
2. Equal in knowing 
“For the Father loveth the Son, and 
sheweth him all things that himself 
doeth” (v. 20). 
3. Equal in resurrecting 
“For as the Father raiseth up the 
dead ... so the Son quickeneth whom 
he will” (v. 21 with vv. 28, 29). 
4. Equal in judging ; 
“For the Father judgeth no man, but 
hath committed all judgment unto 
the Son” (v. 22 with v. 27). 
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§. Equal in honor 
“That all men should honour the Son, 
even as they honour the Father” (v. 
23). 


6. Equal in regenerating 
“He that heareth my word, and be- 


lieveth on him that sent me... is 
passed from death unto life...” (vv. 
24, 25). 


Equal in self-existence 

“For as the Father hath life in him- 
self; so hath he given to the Son to 
have life in himself” (v. 26). 


= 


Who can read claims like these without 
seeing in them the assumption of such 
oneness with the eternal Father as be- 
tokens essential equality? The Jewish 
leaders rightly understood His claims, 
and John would have us clearly under- 
stand them, too 


A PARTING RETROSPECT 


Each of the four Gospels has its own 
distinctive aspect, or emphasis, in pre- 
senting our Lord Jesus. It is unwise to 
overstress the lines of demarcation, but 
the respective emphases are certainly 
there, and it is a sad fault to overlook 
them, for they build up a wonderful 
fourfold whole. Glance back retrospec- 
tively and get the quadripartite delin- 
eation clearly focused: 
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Matthew The promised One is here; 
see His credentials. 


Mark This is how He worked; 
see His power. 

Luke This is what He was like; 
see His nature. 

John This is who He really was; 


see His Godhead. 


Oh, this wonderful Saviour! How we 
ought to prize Him, love Him, extol 
Him, witness to Him, and long for that 
day of days when we shall see Him! For 
all our need He is the “fulness” of sup- 
ply. The fullness is embodied in Him 
that it may be imparted to us. “Of his 
fulness have all we received.” Let us 
keep on receiving, for He came that we 
“might have life . . . more abundantly” 
(John 10:10). 

And let us keep on serving Him. His 
parting words, at the end of John’s Gos- 
pel, have given us the three vital quali- 
fications for this—first, “Lovest thou 
me?” (21:15, 16, 17); second, “Feed my 
lambs .. . Tend my sheep” (vv. 15, 16); 
third, “Follow ... me” (vv. 19, 22). 

Yes, they are the three essentials—a 
deep love for Him, a sense of His com- 
mission to us, and a devoted following 
of Him, with our eyes ever on that 
lovely prospect of which He Himself 
speaks, in the very last chapter of 
John’s Gospel, “Till I come” (v. 23). 

PHILADELPHIA. 


Christian Literature for the Blind 


A circulating library in both Braille and talking books 


“I will bring the blind by a way that 
they knew not; I will lead them in 
paths that they have not known; I will 
make darkness light before them” (Isa. 
42:16). 


ERHAPS it may be said that, in a 

large sense the Braille Circulating 
Library, the address of which is 704 West 
Grace St., Richmond 20, Va., has done 
for many spiritually blind that which 
Louis Braille did for those deprived of 
physical sight. And although many peo- 
ple have heard of the Braille Circulating 
Library, few seem to know the actual 
contribution made by this library to the 
blind. 

In early 1924, a friend said to Miss 
Louise Harrison McCraw of Richmond, 
Va., “One of the most pressing needs 
of the blind today is for sound, inspiring, 
devotional literature in the Braille type.” 

After some contact with the blind in 
Richmond, Miss McCraw became famil- 
iar with the statistics setting forth the 
need for Christian literature in Braille. 
Having been blessed and helped in her 
own Christian life by the writings of 
James H. McConkey, she felt that no 
works would better satisfy the need of 
the blind for devotional, Christian lit- 
erature. 

In February of 1925, Mr. McConkey 
made a visit to Richmond, at which 
time a small group showed him the need 
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of the blind for spiritual guidance. At 
the same time, they expressed again 
their desire that Mr. McConkey’s books 
be used for this purpose and that the 
work of embossing and distributing 
should actually be begun. 

Throughout the remainder of that 
winter and early spring the plan was a 
definite burden on the hearts of this 
group, and one which they had agreed 
to bring frequently before their Lord. 
The proposition was discussed, confiden- 
tially, with only a few friends, and by 
May there had been enough unsolicited 
money contributed to emboss four hun- 
dred copies of Mr. McConkey’s pam- 
phlet, “Chastening.” These copies were 
sent as gifts to individuals and institu- 
tions for the blind. : 

So gladly were the books received in 
all parts of the country and so expen- 
sive was the process that it seemed 
wise to deviate from the original plan 
and send the books out as loans. It was 
thus that the circulating library method 
was suggested. Later, in November of 
the same year, the Braille Circulating 
Library was established, with its head- 
quarters in Miss McCraw’s room! 

From the beginning there was no or- 
ganized support of the library. How- 
ever, upon the suggestion of Mr. Mc- 
Conkey, Miss McCraw formed a yee 
council. The council, 
Christian laymen, was to m 
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cial emergencies in the work; in addi- 
tion, each person made the work a mat- 
ter of individual daily prayer. During 
the months that followed, God answered 
prayer by gradually adding more books. 
The increase that the Lord gave as fruit 
of this ministry was evidence that the 
undertaking had been in accord with 
His will. Further substantiating this 
were letters from grateful readers show- 
ing that those who are daily bearing a 
burden that threatens to crush even the 
strongest need access to books that give 
an intimate knowledge of the eternal 
Burden Bearer; that those who are de- 
prived of physical sight need, no less 
than the rest of mankind, that which 
will lead them to see Jesus; and that 
this vision is all they are needing, for 
“strength, joy, and willingness come 
with the sight.” 

Such a work was inevitably destined 
to reach international proportions, and 
this was evidenced, in a very real way, 
by 1931. The Library, less than six 
years old at that time, had provided 
the Holy Spirit’s method of spiritual en- 
lightenment for the blind in sixteen for- 
eign countries including translations into 
Arabic and Chinese. 

Today the Library’s ieee of foreign 
circulation has included forty-two for- 
eign countries. In many of these coun- 
tries there are still active readers. 
Those whom the Lord has chosen to be 
“His hands” in dispatching this vast _ 
number of volumes abroad, look on this 
service as though they were sending in- 
dividual missionaries to each reader, for 
the books likewise carry the message of 
the full salvation and the blessed peace 
experienced only through the Lord 
Jesus. 

Since the United States Government 
will furnish the blind with a transcrib- 
ing machine at no cost to the “reader,” 
the growth and influence of the minis- 
try of the Library has been greatly in- 
creased by “talking books.” These are 
recordings of devotional and expository 
books and Christian novels, to aid the 
thousands who have never learned to 
read Braille. Perhaps the greatest diffi- 
culty here, as with the Braille books, is 
that some readers have read every book 
available in the Library. In such cases, 
they must wait until new literature is 
received before they can receive an- 
other volume or record. Naturally the 
cost of such publications is great, and 
consequently the new volumes are few. 
Some readers have been reading since 
1927, and have never written a word as 
to the benefit they have received from 
the books. The only encouragement in 
such cases is the fact that they have 
continued to read through the years, 
and God has promised, “My word shall 
not return unto me void, .. . and it shall 
prosper in the thing whereto I sent it” 
(Isa. 55:11). 

Paralleling the urgent need for addi- 
tional volumes is the approaching need 
for a new home for the Library. For 
the past ten years it has been housed in 
one of the Sunday school buildings of 
Immanuel Baptist Church, Richmond, 
Va. However, due to expansion and 
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LESSON 10. JUNE 8. 


IN THE LAND OF PROMISE 


Joshua 4; 11:16-23; 23 and 24; printed text, 11:16-20, 23; 24:14-18 


Golden Text.—Now therefore put away . . . the strange gods which are among you, and incline your heart unto 


the Lord God of Israel.—Josh. 24:23 


THE Kinc JAMES VERSION 


Josh. 11:16 So Joshua took all that land, the hills, and all 
the south country, and all the land of Goshen, and the valley, 
and the plain, and the mountain of Israel, and the valley of 
the same; 

17 Even from the mount Halak, that goeth up to Seir, even 
unto Baal-gad in the valley of Lebanon under mount Her- 
mon: and all their kings he took, and smote them, and slew 
them. 

18 Joshua made war a long time with all those kings. 

19 There avas not a city that made peace with the children 
of Israel, save the Hivites the inhabitants of Gibeon: all 
other they took in battle. 

20 For it was of the Lorn to harden their hearts, that they 
should come against Israel in battle, that he might destroy 
them utterly, and that they might have no favour, but that 
he might destroy them, as the Lorp commanded Moses. 


23 So Joshua took the — ny cntetans to all that 
the Lorp said unto Moses; and Joshua gave it for an inheri- 
tance unto Israel according to their divisions by their tribes. 


Chap. 24:14 Now therefore fear the Lorp, and serve him in 
sincerity and in truth: and put away the gods which your 
fathers served on the other side of the flood, and in Egypt; 
and serve ye the Lorp. 

15 And if it seem evil unto you to serve the Lem. choose 
you this day whom ye will serve; whether the gods which 
your fathers served that were on the other side of the flood, 
or the gods of the Amorites, in whose land ye dwell: but as 
for me and my house, we will serve the Lorp. 

16 And the people answered and said, God forbid that we 
should forsake the Lorp, to serve other gods; 

17 For the Lorp our God,,he it is that brought us up and our 
fathers out of the land of Egypt, from the house of bondage, 
and which did those great signs in our sight, and preserved 
us in all the way wherein we went, and among all the people 
through whom we passed: 

18 And the Lorp drave out from before us all the people, 
even the Amorites which dwelt in the land: therefore will 
we also serve the Lorn; for he is our God. 

Lessons based on International Sunday School Lessons; the International 


And the land rested from war. 


The Lesson as a Whole 
By J. C. Macaulay, D.D. 


Approach to the Lesson 


HE Chicago Daily News has a fea- 
| ture column entitled, “What Ever 
Became of .. .” It features people 
who at one time were headliners, but 
who have passed into more or less ob- 
security. It is a constant reminder that 
many prominent persons are falling 
“stars”—perhaps we might say “comets” 
that flash across the heavens of publicity 
and then are wrapped in forgetfulness. 
This is especially so with those who 
come into prominence suddenly, for they 
as suddenly disappear. 

The case was very « different with 
Joshua. Here was a man whose great- 
ness was for forty years eclipsed by 
that of the towering figure of Moses, 
but in his secondary position gave his 
best. But it was through the discipline 
of those years that he was being made a 
prepared vessel to assume the reins of 
leadership when Moses passed off the 
scene. Coming slowly to his position of 
prominence, not in a sudden spurt, he 
held his place of leadership unchal- 
lenged and unweakened to the very end. 

Joshua is never more noble than in 
his great farewell address to the nation 
Israel, when it was quite evident that 
his influence was as strong and effec- 
tive as at any time. Like a great oak 
tree he had sent his roots deep, so he 
endured. 


Verse by Verse 

Josh. 11:16—“So Joshua took all that 
land ... Goshen... the plain . . . the 
mountain ... the valley .. .” “Goshen” 


is not to be confused with the Goshen of 





x x x s 


Egypt, where the Children of Israel had 
resided. It was, however, in the southern 
portion of the conquered territory. For 
“the plain” the A.S.V. has “the Ara- 
bah,” which is roughly ‘the plain of Jor- 
dan. The hill country lies between two 
plains, the plain of Jordan and the plain 
of the sea. 


Verse 17.—“. . . mount Halak ... up 
to Seir ... Lebanon under mount Her- 
mon ... their kings he took... and 


slew ...” Mount Halak’ (bare mountain) 
is in the south, bordering on Edom. 
Mount Hermon is in the north, visible 
from Mount Ebal, whence Moses viewed 
the land. For a list of the kings see 
chapter 12. 

Verse 18.—“. . . war a long time... 
The record gives us only the main op- 
erations of the subjugation, which de- 
veloped quickly, but the mopping up 
operations must have taken some years. 

Verse 19.—‘“. . . not a city that made 
peace ... save the Hivites ... of Gibeon 

.” For the deceit of the Gibeonites 
who tricked Joshua into a league with 
them see chapter 9. Gibeon is only a 
few miles north and slightly west of 
Jerusalem. 

Verse 20—‘“. . . harden their hearts 

. that he might destroy them... as 
the Lord commanded Moses.” The hard- 
ening of the hearts of these kings re- 
minds us of Pharaoh of Egypt. Their 
hearts were already hardened in their 
sin, and their destruction at the hands 
of Joshua was God’s judgment upon 
them. 

Verse 23.—“. .. and Joshua gave it for 
an inheritance unto Israel according to 

. their tribes . . .” This is a general 
statement covering both the conquest 
and the division of the land. The par- 


” 
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ducation, 


tieulars of the first are given in the pre- 
ceding chapters, while the particulars 
of the second are given in the following 
chapters. 

Chap. 24:14.—“. . . fear the Lord, and 
serve him... put away the gods which 
your fathers served on the other side of 
the flood .. .” “Fear” is not craven ter- 
ror, but reverence and awe. The word 
“serve” here refers to religious service, 
or worship. The Septuagint (Greek ver- 
sion) uses a word from which the Ro- 
man Catholics derive their term latria, 
the highest form of worship. The “flood” 
is the Euphrates, and the reference is to 
the gods of the Chaldees, from among 
whom Abram was called out. 


Verse 15.—“. . . choose you .. . whom 
ye will serve ...on the other stde of the 
flood, or the gods of the Amorites . . . we 
will serve the Lord.” As Moses in his 
day laid a choice before the people 
(Deut. 11:26-28), so did Joshua in his 
last challenge. The gods of their distant 
ancestors, the gods who had failed to 
support their worshipers in the land that 
Israel now possessed, or Jehovah, the 
God of their salvation—that was the 
choice before them. Joshua’s choice, and 
that of his household, is clear. 

Verse 16—‘“. . . God forbid that we 
should forsake the Lord .. .” Choice 
seems easy in the presence of the old 
warrior who had inspired them to bat- 
tle. 

Verse 17.—‘“For the Lord . . . brought 
us up... out of ... Egypt...” Memory 
was offering good reason for cleaving to 
Jehovah, their deliverer and preserver. 

Verse 18—‘“And the Lord drave out 

. the Amorites . . . will we also serve 
the Lord; for he is our God.” Their 
present happy and triumphant state 











aie de dl a 


aan tt oh Ot 


eer noeo SF ft et od SB ewe ee fA lhe he OA 


mao rnro 





into 


1 in 
our 
ypt; 


lich 


t as 


onal 


re- 
lars 
ing 


and 
ich 


> of 


ord 
ice, 
rer- 
Ro- 


od” 
; to 
ong 


the 
we 
his 
ple 
his 
ant 


hat 
the 
the 
und 


we 
ice 
old 
at- 


ght 


ory 
} to 


out 
rve 
eir 








Lesson for June 8 


spoke of the faithfulness and might of 
God. If, only these considerations had 
been kept fresh in their minds! 


The Heart of the Lesson 


Joshua was a soldier, a statesman, and 
a spiritual leader. Both his generalship 
and his statesmanship were just as 
much under the direction of God as his 
spiritual ministry. There was no schism 
between them, but they were all of a 
piece in his obedience to God and his 
service to the people. 


His threefold task was to conquer the 
land for the people, divide the land to 
the people, and settle the people in the 
land on the firm foundation of faith in 
and loyalty to God. 


The military. undertaking was a big 
one for a nonmilitary people, whose ex- 
perience in war was still limitéd. God 
indicated to Joshua the extent of the 
territory to be conquered (Josh. 1:4). 
Now at the end of the first phase of con- 
quest we are told how much had been 
accomplished (11:16, 17). The list of the 
kings involved is given us in 12:7-24. It 
was not done in a day. While the main 
movements seemed to be with whirl- 
wind rapidity, finishing the task took 
considerable time (11:18). But even 
then, the territory won did not equal 
the territory promised (13:1-6). There 
remained “yet very much land to be pos- 
sessed.” This is a true picture of the 
Christian life. Conversion is (or ought 
to be) a great burst of conquest, but it 
is only a beginning. Even the discovery 
of the secret of victory does not “finish 
the job.” There are always more areas 
of conquest calling us on, so we had bet- 
ter not hang up our armor as if all con- 
flict were over. 


After conquering the land, “Joshua 
gave it for an inheritance unto Israel 
according to their divisions” (11:23). 
After conquest comes possession, inheri- 
tance, enjoyment. Now it is true that 
some of the tribes were to receive their 
portion in unconquered territory (13:6), 
and all of them had enemies to over- 
come in their allotted inheritance. This 
also teaches us a spiritual lesson. We 
walk by faith. We claim spiritual land 
as our portion in Christ, and we move 
into it in the assurance that the enemy’s 


‘hold will be broken. Let us not be 


afraid to “possess our possessions,” even 
if Anakim stand to bar our way. 


Joshua’s last service was to confirm 
Israel in the service of Jehovah. There 
were three rival claimants for their 
allegiance—the gods of the Chaldeans, 
among whom their father Abram lived 
before God called him out; the gods of 
the Egyptians, in whose land they had 
sojourned so long; and the gods of the 
Amorites, in whose land they now 
dwelled. But what had any of these gods 
done for them? They were no gods. But 
Jehovah was the God of their salvation, 
and, inspired by the aged Joshua’s con- 
fession, they, too, committed themselves 
to be servants of the God who had 
brought them out of Egypt. Only the 
God who saves is worthy of our alle- 
giance, worship, and service. 
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Last Week's Lesson 


9. June 1.—A New Leader Commis- 
sioned. Numbers 27 :12-23; Deuter- 
onomy 34:9-12; Joshua 1 


Next Week's Lesson 


11. June 15.—The Times of the Judges. 
Judges 2:11-23; 4 and 5; 21:25 








Outline of the Lesson 


1. Conquest (Josh. 11: 16-20) 
2. Consolidation (v. 23) 
3. Committal (24: 14-18) 


Topics for Development 


Serving God Where You Are. Can a 
man be a Christian and a soldier? Can 
a man be a Christian and a statesman? 
Joshua is the answer to both of these 
questions. In each case it is an affirma- 
tive answer. 

Joshua was a great soldier and a great 
statesman, but above all he was a great 
man of God. Indeed it was because his 
life was directed by God that he was so 
invincible as a soldier and so successful 
as a statesman, for in both areas of his 
life he received direction from above, 
which he would not have received had 
he been pursuing his own course with- 
out reference to God. 

The final answer, however, is that the 
nation that had followed him in his 
military expeditions, and had submitted 
to him in his political operations, recog- 
nized him to the very end as a spiritual 
leader, so that their final response to his 
leadership was neither in the military 
realm nor in the political realm, but in 
the things of God, joining him in a 
wholehearted covenant of allegiance to 
Jehovah, the God of their salvation. 

Neither on the field of battle nor in 
the council chamber was Joshua so great 
as when he stood before the nation, now 
an old man, affirming “as for me and my 
house, we will serve the Lord” (24:15). 
And the people responded: And so shall 
we! 

Whether you are a soldier or a states- 
man or a businessman or a man in the 
professions, your biggest concern is to 








Questions for Teacher and Class 
By J. C. Macaulay, D.D. 


HAT Goshen is referred to in‘ 


Joshua 11:16? 

2. Who was given Seir as his posses- 
sion? 

3. Where is Mount Hermon? 

4. How many kings did Joshua over- 
throw in his Palestinian campaign? 

5. What people sought peace with 
Israel, and where was their home? 

6. What was Joshua’s task after sub- 
duing the land? 

7. Was the land completely subjugated 
before the tribes had their inheritances 
allotted to them? 

8. Where did Joshua call his last as- 
sembly of the people? 

9..What gods competed for the alle- 
giance of the Children of Israel? 

10. On what ground did Joshua chal- 
lenge the people to cleave to Jehovah? 


(Answers on page 405) 
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be a Christian, and to be a Christian 
right where you are. 


Antiquity and Novelty. “Choose you 


this day whom ye will serve,” said 
Joshua in his final call to the nation. 
Being an excellent psychologist, he 
knew the directions in which men’s 
minds work. He knew that some were 
enamored of the ancient, and that some 
were allured by the novel. There were 
those in Israel whose thoughts reverted 
back to the cradle of their nation, Ur of 
the Chaldees, and thought of the ancient 
forms of worship of the Babylonians. 
Others were all taken up with the novel- 
ties of the land into which they had so 
recently come. Here they saw the gods 
of the Amorites, the altars, and the 
shrines. It was all new to them, and it 
was fascinating. So there was tempta- 
tion in both directions, and Joshua 
wisely drew both of them out of the 
secret place into the open and set them 
both up alongside the incomparable 
Jehovah who had shown Himself in 
wonders and signs and mighty deeds as 
the God of their salvation. Before Him 
both ancient and modern paled into ob- 
security. 

And if we but keep clear before us 
the vision of our great God and Saviour 
Jesus Christ, we shall be saved alike 
from the snare of ancient idolatry, and 
the lure of the more novel forms of 
idolatry. 


Practical Applications 

Know what you are going after, and 
go after it. 

Victory can be turned to defeat by 
a failure to consolidate the position 
gained. See that every advance in the 
Christian life is consolidated. 

No matter how far you have gone in 
the Christian life, there is yet much 
room for advance. 

As soon as we think we have arrived, 
we have lost ground. 

Let neither antiquity nor novelty lure 
you from the faith of the Gospel and the 
God of your salvation. 

Whatever your occupation, let it be 
known that you are first of all a ser- 
vant of the Lord. 


Golden Text 

Josh. 24:23.—“. . . put away .. . the 
strange gods .. . and incline your heart 
unto the Lord .. .” God will not be one 


of several gods in your life. To choose 
Him means to renounce all others. You © 
cannot be listening to a plurality of 
gods, but you must consecrate your ear 
to the one living and true God. 

Ex_muurst, ILL. 
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From the Platform 
By Joseph Edwin Harris 


SuccEsTep HyMNS 


* Saviour’s Love” 
“O Happy That Fixed My Choice” 
“Jesus Calls Us: O’er the Tumult” 

A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Holy 
and merciful Father, from Thee comes 
every good gift. Open our eyes to our 
debt to Thy kindness, and receiye our 
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thanks for all Thy mercies. Incline our 
hearts to serve Thee all our days, for- 
giving all evil in our lives and giving 
us Thy Spirit in His fullness to guide 
and strengthen us in the way of right. 
Bless this lesson to us and use all who 
this day call men to choose Christ so 
that multitudes everywhere may turn 
to Him. To the leaders of all nations 
give right motives, godly fear, wisdom 
to discern, and courage to do the right. 
To the distressed, the disheartened, the 
needy, and to all suffering bodily ill 
give appropriate mercies and bring us 
all to the time when sin shall be van- 
quished and sorrow and sighing shall 
flee away, through Jesus Christ, our 
Lord. Amen. 


After the Lesson—Joshua was the 
first Billy Graham. In the Bible it is he 
who first rings out the call, “Choose ye,” 
calling men to serve the Lord and say- 
ing that they must choose between serv- 
ing Him and serving false gods. Before 
calling for decision, Joshua spoke God’s 
word to the people, recalling His mercy 
in bringing them out of Egypt and into 
Canaan. God said, “I sent Moses... I 
plagued Egypt . . . I brought you out. 
. .. And I have given you a land for 
which ye did not labour” (Josh. 24:5, 
13). They owed all to the Lord, and 
simple gratitude required them to serve 
the Lord and Him alone. 

The same is true of us. We enjoy 
many blessings that go with living 
where the Gospel is known, and the 
Church has long exercised its good in- 
fluence. We might have been born into 
heathen darkness, but behind us are 
generations of Christianity by which 
great good has come to us. But we may 
easily take our blessings for granted 
and forget the God who gives them. We 
need to hear Him saying: “I sent my 
Son to die for your sins. I raised Him 
again to be your mighty Saviour, I gave 





DEBT 


eve YOUR wearer TO GOD 


you the Bible, permitted you to be born 
under the wholesome influence of the 
Gospel, and gave you the blessings 
that flow from Christian homes and 
churches.” Then we need to hear His 
servants who today, like Joshua of old, 
call us to turn to the Lord in a clear- 
cut decision to serve Him. We owe a 
great debt to God, and it is never hon- 
orable to be in debt and do nothing 
about it. Therefore, let your choice be 
this: “As for me and my house, we will 
serve the Lord.” 


Caxcary, ALTA., CAN. 
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The Busy Men’s Corner 


By Tom M. Olson 


“So Joshua took all that land .. .” 
(Josh. 11:16).—The Lord had charged 
Toshua to “be strong and very coura- 
geous, that thou mayest observe to do 
according to all the law.” By perusing 
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chapter 11, it can be clearly seen that 
that is exactly what Joshua did. 

He diligently followed the formula of 
success that the Lord gave him—so much 
so that we have the actual words in 
verse 15: “... he left nothing undone 
.. .” Happy the servant of whom that 
can be said! 

The thrilling word victory can be 
written over the Book of Joshua be- 
cause Joshua was dependent upon, and 
obedient to the Lord. 

Someone has given us the striking 
contrast between Lord Byron and the 
Apostle Paul, in the following manner: 

Byron wrote not long before he died: 

My days are in the yellow leaf; 

The flowers and fruits of love are gone; 


The worm, the canker, and the grief 
Are mine alone! 


Paul wrote just before he was exe- 
cuted: 


I have fought a good fight, 

I h@ve finished my course, 

I have kept the faith: 

Henceforth there is laid up for me 
A crown of righteousness. 


Making an application of 1 Corin- 
thians 15:57 (not giving its interpreta- 
tion), it can be said that all Christians 
who are humbly dependent upon the 
Lord and obedient to His will shall be 
able to say, “Thanks be to God, which 
giveth us the victory through our Lord 
Jesus Christ.” 

“Joshua made war a long time with 
all those kings” (Josh. 11:18).—When 
believers: enter Heaven, they will not 
engage in conflict with enemies, as Israel 
did upon entering Canaan. But the 
Epistle to the Ephesians, wherein be- 
lievers are referred to as seated to- 
gether in the heavenlies in Christ (2:6), 
also says that we wrestle “against prin- 
cipalities, against powers, against the 
rulers of the darkness of this world, 
against spiritual wickedness [or wicked 


spirits] in high [for heavenly] places” 


(6:12). 

The living written Word and the liv- 
ing personal Word constitute the whole 
“panoply of God,” hence it is not to be 
wondered at that the “wicked spirits 
in high places” endeavor to deny both 
the inspiration of the Holy Scriptures 
and the deity of the Lord Jesus Christ. 

George Leo Wilkins, a converted 
spiritist, in a booklet entitled “Physical 
Phenomena in Spiritualism Revealed,” 
says, “Whoever gets into the meshes of 
this dangerous mixture of deception and 
devil worship, will soon deny every 
cardinal doctrine of the Bible.” 

He continues: “One of the presidents, 
at a national camp of Spiritualism in 
Indiana, boldly made the following 
statements: 

1. We abrogate the idea of a personal 
God. 

2. Man is a part of a whole, and not 
an individual with individual responsi- 
bilities. 

3. Unholy men are not cut off, but 
may purify themselves and reform after 
death. 

4. We have no creed, no absolute 
standard of morals; each one may form 
his own moral law. 

5. Good and bad spirits come and 
possess men and women alike. Bad spir- 
its are helped to a better life.” 
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“Now therefore fear the Lord, and 
serve him in sincerity and in truth” 
(Josh. 24:14).—Joshua gathered all the 


tribes together and “they presented 
themselves before God” and heard 
Joshua say, “Thus saith the Lord God 
of Israel.” Seventeen times over the 
Lord uses the personal pronoun I in 
reviewing their history from the call of 
Abraham to that moment. 

After the people had heard all that 
the Lord had done for them, Joshua 
made his earnest appeal to them té 
reverence God and serve Him in sin- 
cerity and truth. They owed their all 
to Him; it was only reasonable | that 
they should honor Him and sincerely 
serve Him. 

After the Spirit of God, through the 
Apostle Paul, enumerates all the things 
the Lord has done for, and with us, in 
eleven‘ chapters of Romans, He tells us 
what is our “reasonable service” in the 
first verse of the twelfth chapter: “that 
ye present your bodies a living sacrifice, 
holy, acceptable unto God.” 

Joshua left them in no doubt as to 
what he was doing. He said, “. . . as for 
me and my house, we will serve the 
Lord.” Are we as definite as that? Are 
we wholly for the Lord in this world? 

An old Methodist preacher offered this 
prayer at a prayer service: “Lord, help 
us to trust Thee with our souls.” “Amen” 
was responded by many voices. “Lord, 
help us to trust Thee with our bodies.” 
“Amen” was responded with as much 
warmth as ever. “Lord, help us to trust 
Thee with our money”; but to this peti- 
tion the “Amen” was not forthcoming. 
Is it not strange that when spirituality 
begins to touch some men’s pockets, it 
cools their ardor at once, and seals their 
lips? 

Wawona, CALIF. 
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Say, Fellows, — 
Wade C. Smith’s Boys’ Class 


AY, fellows, here is a man who in 

some respects was much like Joshua. 
In your history book you learn of Col. 
Theodore Roosevelt, the Rough Rider, 
who also became President of the Uni- 
ted States. He was a rugged individual, 
an intrepid spirit. He helped to organize 
the Rough Riders—the Ist ‘Volunteer 
Cavalry—and, in the Spanish-American 
War led them up San Juan Hill in the 
face of heavy Spanish fire, sharing in 
the capture of the hill, which had much 
to do with the winning of that war and 
giving freedom and self-government to 
Cuba. Colonel Roosevelt was an out- 
doorsman. He spent about a year in 
Africa hunting wild animals and gath- 
ering specimens of rare plants for the 
Smithsonian Institution. He explored the 
River of Doubt in the Amazon Valley of 
South America, jungles up to that time 
unpenetrated by civilized man. The river 
was afterward named for him. He loved 
swimming and even in his later years 
at his home in Oyster Bay in the coldest 
weather he would break the ice to have 
his morning plunge. 


Seeeedwo°>en as aswertwnanwcaan 
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Lesson for June 8 


Now here is Joshua, the son of Nun, 
also an intrepid spirit with the added 
excellence of implicit faith in the prom- 
ises of God, leading the Israelites 
across the Jordan into Canaan to possess 
it. He had the ruggedness of Roosevelt, 
the courage of Daniel, and the persis- 
tence of Moses. God chose him to take 
Moses’ place at the head of the greatest 
national movement that was ever un- 
dertaken; and, of course, God made no 
mistake. God was watching Joshua 
when with Caleb he begged Moses to go 
right on into Canaan from Kadesh- 
barnea, although there were giants and 
walled cities to conquer. The other ten 
scouts, with shaking knees, said, “No, no! 
like grasshoppers we will all perish in 
the effort!” But Joshua had the faith 
that God could use, and He did mightily 
use him. 

Fellows, I believe there are Joshuas 
among the teen-agers of today, and God 
is going to use them mightily. They are 





Little Jetts Teach the Lesson 
By Wade C. Smith 
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going to school and getting an educa- 
tion; they are playing baseball, football, 
and basketball; they are going to par- 
ties and they are doing chores at home; 
they are also giving the Bible, God’s 


Word, a place in their program; they are 


regularly attending Sunday school and 
the church services; they have accepted 
Jesus Christ as their Saviour, , Master, 
and Lord. Somewhere down inside of 
them there is the conviction that life 
ahead holds something important and 
very interesting, maybe thrilling. In a 
way they are connecting God with it 
and venturing to ask Him to take hold, 
not only to keep from making a mess 
of it, but to lead them and help them 
make a success of it. God’s all-seeing 
eye is upon them, and sooner or later 
He will induct them into high service— 
perhaps to leadership. 

Years ago I had a Sunday school class 
of eight teen-agers. Two became minis- 
ters of the Gospel, one a physician, two 
are lawyers, one a judge of the superior 
court, two are merchants—and one is in 
the penitentiary for life. So much de- 
pends on how you face life and its chal- 
lenges in the light of God’s promises— 
now. 

WEAVERVILLE, N. C. 
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My Class of Girls 
By Vivian D. Gunderson 


NN, please ask the first five ques- 

tions on our memory cards, getting 
each answer from a different girl. Fine. 
Now we are ready for Question 6, 
“Should we think about God while we 
are young?” Answer, “Remember now 
thy Creator in the days of thy youth” 
(Eccles. 12:1). Moses surely remembered 
his Creator in the days of his youth, or 
he would not have made that excellent 
choice recorded in Hebrews 11. Joshua 
remembered his Creator in the days of 
his youth, for he must have been young 
when he defeated the Amalekites, who 
attacked Israel after they crossed the 
Red Sea. Yet forty years later he was 


still able to be captain of the Israelites 


and lead them into Canaan. 

Last Sunday we read God’s promises 
and commands to Joshua when he be- 
came the leader of Israel. Three days 
later Joshua led the people across the 
Jordan into the Promised Land. But 
how could he lead them across the river 
when there were no bridges, and at 
this time of year it overflowed all its 
banks? The same God, who~had divided 
the Red Sea forty years before, caused 
the Jordan to stop flowing and pile its 
waters up in a heap till the Israelites 
had walked over, on the river bed, 
which he made-dry ground for them to 
walk upon! . 

What purposes did God have in per- 
forming this miracle, besides enabling 
the Israelites to cross over? You will 
find them in Joshua 4:24. (To let all the 
people on earth know that the hand of 
the Lord is mighty. So His people would 
fear Him forever.) Read Joshua 5:1 to 
see if this did impress the Canaanites. 
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The next miracle God performed for 
His people was at Jericho. This was the 
first walled city they came to. The walls 
were so thick that houses were built on 
top of them. Can anyone tell in a few 
words how. the Israelites conquered 
Jericho? (They marched around the city 
every day for seven days. On the sev- 
enth day they marched around seven 
times. Then the priests blew their trum- 
pets and the people shouted and the 
walls fell down flat.) Good. 

The Lord gave them victory after vic- 
tory, sometimes over a city, sometimes 
over a confederation of kings. It made 
no difference to the Lord, for He is al- 
mighty. Sin in the camp of Israel was 
the only thing that caused the people to 
be defeated. We have the same omnip- 
otent God, so we may triumph over 
every difficulty in Christ, if we will only 
confess our sins to Him and forsake 
them. 

Turn to Joshua 11:16-23. See what 
complete victory God gave Joshua over 
the whole land! Do you remember who 
the Anakims were? Turn back to Num- 
bers 13:33 to find out. They were the 
great giants that had once terrified the 
ten spies. And here we read that Joshua 
destroyed every one of them in the 
land! Why was he fearless, when the 
ten spies had been so afraid? (Because 
they thought about how much stronger 
the giants were than they were. Joshua 
thought about how much more power- 
ful God was than the giants.) Very well 
expressed! 

In chapters 23 and 24 we have 
Joshua’s last message to the Israelites. 
Read verse 8 of chapter 23. Isn’t that a 
good testimony? Could anyone truth- 
fully say that we cleave to the Lord? 
In Acts 11:23 we read that Barnabas 
exhorted the new believers of Antioch 
to “cleave unto the Lord.” 

Verse 8 gives us Joshua’s testimony 
as to what the Israelites had done, and 
in verse 14 we have what the Lord had 
done. (He kept all His promises.) Right. 
Need we evér fear that any of God's 
promises will fail? (Never.) 

In chapter 24, Joshua reminds Israel 
of their origin and history, showing how 
they owed every blessing to God. Read 
verses 2-13, and as we do so, Connie, 
will you point to the different posters, 
“Landmarks of Genesis and Exodus,” 
that are mentioned? The wonderful 
thing about Israel is that acts of God 
made their national history. He called 
Abrahami. He gave Isaac and Jacob. He 
sent Moses and Aaron to deliver them 
from Egypt. He plagued Egypt. He di- 
vided the Red Sea. He destroyed their 
enemies. He gave them the land, with 
its ready-made cities and farms. 

Read Joshua 24:14, 15. After Joshua 
had said to the people, “Choose you 








Please pray for the staff of The Sun- 
day School Times in all departments: 
mailing, subscription, business, circula- 
tion, advertising, and editorial depart- 
ments; for the writers of lesson articles, 
and other contributors; and for God’s 
blessing upon the contents of the paper. 
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this day whom ye will serve,” what did 
he say about himself? (“As for me and 
my house, we will serve the Lord.”) 

Find what the people answered from 
verses 16-18. What reasons did they give 
for choosing to serve the Lord? (All 
the things He had done for them.) 

If they served the Lord, surely we 
who have the full revelation of the 
Gospel and of the Saviour’s infinite love 
should serve Him, too. 

quarter ‘we are using the Scripture Catechism 

20c a doz. 


rd, “‘Man’s Responsibility to God’’ ( from 
V. D. Gunderson, Ferndale, Wash.). 


FERNDALE, WASH. 
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The Illustration Round Table 


Rules for submitting illustrations for this 
department may be had upon request from 
the Editors, The Sunday School Times, 
$25 N. 13th St., Philadelphia 5. 

A list of the lessons for the year 1958 
may be had for 20 cents a copy, or $2 
@ dozen, postpaid, from the same address. 


Housecleaning Needed.—Now there- 
fore put away .. . the strange gods 
which are among you, and incline your 
heart unto the Lord God of Israel (Josh. 
24:23, Golden Text). How many things 
the church needs to be cleansed of to- 
day! Every week I walk by a church 
not far from my study where I see 
posted a sign reading: “Card Party To- 
night — With Refreshments and Prizes.” 
Only yesterday the wife of a Hungarian 
Presbyterian minister came into my 
study to ask me to encourage her hus- 
band in his continued refusal to direct 
the theatricals of the young people of 
the church. These are not extravagant 
cases at all. In every city similar situ- 
ations can be found — thousands of 
churches are allowing movies, dances, 
card parties, smokers, and in some cases 
I know of, liquor is served at church 
functions. Not more than fifty miles 
from me, a friend of mine attended a 
church supper, and the waitress said to 
him, “Will you have coffee, or milk, or 
beer?”—From Wilbur Smith, in Evan- 
gelical International Teachers Quarterly. 
Sent by Mrs. Clarence Jones, Otego, 
a A 


It Was of the Lord.—For it was of the 
Lord to harden their hearts, that they 
should come against Israel in battle 
(Josh. 11:20). Through the Battle of Mar- 
athon, 490 B.C., God settled that Grecian 
civilization should not go under the heel 
of barbaric Persia. Through the Battle of 
Tours, A.D. 732, God settled that Europe 
should be Christian rather than Saracen. 
Through the Battle of Hastings, 1066, 
God settled that Anglo-Saxon civiliza- 
tion should not perish from the earth. 
Through the Battle of Waterloo, 1815, 
God settled that Europe should not be- 
come the slave of a military despot. 
Through the Battle of Gettysburg, 1863, 
God settled that America should no 
longer continue half slave and half free. 
Through the Great War, 1914-1918, God 
kept Germany from capturing the Eng- 
lish Channel and winning the conquest, 
by sending her armies against Paris 
first. And then Germany lost in the air 
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during the last months of the war, by 
her own admission, though superior in 
aerial weapons. The head of her aerial 
service explained this by saying: “The 
allies did not have superior airships or 
fighters, but it was the accursed clouds 
that defeated us. Nearly every time 
when we had a bevy of the enemy’s 
ships in a pocket, one of those accursed 
clouds would be ‘hanging nearby and 
would envelop them as thickly as a 
blanket, and the Devil himself couldn’t 
find them, and they would escape at 
their leisure.” He spoke by the records. 
—From Dr. -E. E. Helms, in Serving- 
and-Waiting. Sent by Albert Mygatt, 
Axtell, Kans. 


None Small or Insignificant.—An in- 
heritance unto Israel according to their 
divisions by their tribes (Josh. 11:23). 
A young minister introduced himself to 
a well-known city pastor at a confer- 
ence. He said, “I’m just the pastor of a 
small church up country.” The city min- 
ister replied, “Young man, there are no 
small churches, and no insignificant serv- 
ants of God.” He went on to explain 
that no matter how insignificant a man 
may have been before, he becomes sig- 
nificant in the universe the moment he 
has an encounter with the Son of God. 
When the Lord lays His hand on a man, 
he at once ceases to be ordinary. His life 
takes on cosmic significance. Angels 
take notice of him and begin to minister 
to him. Cipher that he may have been, 
in Christ he gets a face, a name, and a 
place in the scheme of magnificent 
things—From Prophecy. Sent by the 
Rev. Norman Hillyer, Crouch Hill, Lon- 
don, Eng. 


New Management.—Put away the 
gods which your fathers served .. . and 
serve ye the Lord (Josh. 24:14). I re- 
member visiting a town in the midlands 
of England where they make pottery— 
a dirty, smoky place called Stoke on 
Trent, where I heard of a man, very il- 
literate, who had been living a very 
bad sort of life. But one day he received 
Christ at a Salvation Army meeting, and 
showed he was truly converted. One 
Sunday morning he came ‘home from 
the Salvation Army’s holiness meeting 
very miserable. “What’s the matter with 
you?” asked his wife. “I thought you 
said you’d got converted.” “I am,” he 
said, “but I’m so miserable today be- 
cause everyone had red jerseys on but 
me.” “Oh,” replied his wife, “that’s easy. 
I'll knit you one!” So she sat down and 
knitted him a red jersey that week, and 
the next Sunday he went to the meeting 
proudly wearing it. He came back home 
miserable. “What’s the matter with you 
now?” asked his puzzled wife. “Well, you 
see,” he said, “everybody else had some 
lovely white letters on their'red jerseys, 
but I had none,” “What are we going to 
do about that?” wondered his wife. The 
poor woman couldn’t read either, so she 
didn’t know what to do. As she sat down 
at her window, she noticed that across 
the street a store had put up a new ban- 
ner, so she decided to copy the letters 
and sew them on her husband’s jersey. 
The next Sunday he came home radiant. 
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my dear,” 
“everybody said that I had the best 
jersey of anyone there!” Do you know 
what was written on it? “Under new 
management”!—From “Victorious Pray. 
ing,” by Alan Redpath. Sent by Grace 
Robinson, Topeka, Kans. 


“Do you know, he said, 


Serving Him, Wherever It Is.—And 
if it seem evil unto you to serve the 
Lord, choose you this day whom ye 
will serve; whether the gods which your 
fathers served that were on the other 
side of the flood, or the gods of the 
Amorites, in whose land ye dwell: but 
as for me and my house, we will serve 
the Lord (Josh. 24:15). A girl, recently 
arrived from Northern Ireland, was able 
to obtain a position she was well quali- 
fied to fill. The manager sent for her 
one day and told her that the firm were 
so pleased with her work, they were 
raising her salary. “You like it here, 


don’t you?” said the manager. “Yes, 
thank you, sir,” was the reply. “Well 
now,” said the manager, “next week 


our office is having a theater party. We 
hope you'll come and have a good time.” 
“It’s nice of you, sir,” said the girl, “but 
I don’t attend the theater.” 

“Oh, well,” said the manager, “you 
know the old saying, ‘When in Rome, do 
as the Romans do.’” The reply that 
young woman gave startled the mana- 
ger, who was a professing Christian. 
“Indeed, sir, well, you see I’m serving 
the Lord, and whether it’s Rome, or 
America, or wherever it is, I’m serving 
Him, by His grace.”—Told by the man- 
ager. Sent by Mrs. J. Shields, Toronto, 
Can. Prize illustration. 


Where Does Your Interest Lie?—God 
forbid that we should forsake the Lord, 
to serve other gods (Josh. 24:16). A 
Canadian Army chaplain relates that 


-when he was on duty in an internment 


camp that detained men who were po- 
litically opposed to the Allied cause, 
he met a young German who was on 
his way to a study class, carrying a 
Chinese grammar. Why should a Ger- 
man P.O.W. in Canada be studying Chi- 
nese? He explained that at one time 
he was employed in the Far East by a 
German company; later he came to Can- 
ada in the employ of the same company 
and was interned there at the outbreak 
of World War II. He still hoped to re- 
turn to China. In the conversation this 
prisoner* was asked how he felt about 
his internment in Canada. In all ser- 
iousness he said, “Well, Padre, since | 
am interested in the political welfare 
of my own country, I can hardly expect 
anyone to think that I am _ interested 
in the political welfare of a country that 
is at war with mine.” One is reminded 
of the words of our Lord, “No man cal 
serve two masters.” How can we expect 
anyone to think that we are deeply in- 
terested in the welfare of the Kingdom 
of God unless all our thoughts and en- 
ergies are devoted to it?—Source ut 
known. Sent by Mrs. A. E. Janzen, Hills- 
boro, Kans. 


Heaven’s Engineers.—Preserved us it 
all the way wherein we went, and 
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Introducing to America— 


A NOTABLE NEW WORK ON THE BIBLE! 


IN SIX HANDSOME, GILT-TITLED, WELL-BOUND VOLUMES 
834 x 84% APPROXIMATELY 300 PAGES EACH 


“EXPLORE THE BOOK” 


A basic, progressive, interpretative course of Bible study, from Genesis 
to Revelation. A new approach. Every page packed with systematized 
teaching. In lucid language pleasant to read. Soundly evangelical 
throughout. 





By 


The Internationally-known Preacher, Teacher, Author, 


‘DR. J. SIDLOW BAXTER > 





A six-volume set: four on the Old Testament, two on the New. They not only exhibit 
the literary edifice of the Bible as a whole and in its parts, but elucidate throughout 
the focal significances. 


The whole Bible is unfolded, showing the wonders of its progressive plan; the sig- 
nificant features of thé book-groups and separate books. Things that have puzzled 
are explained. If you really want a full grasp of the Bible, this sixfold set is your 
answer. 


A unique boon to all who teach the Bible—to preachers, ministers, missionaries, 
Christian workers, and all who would know the Bible thoroughly. Letters of glow- 
ing appreciation from Christian leaders and other readers from all over the world. 
Evangelical American and Canadian seminaries and Bible colleges are already using 
or recommending them to their students. 


None can go through the Bible using this six-volume course without lasting enrich- 
ment of mind. There is nothing else anywhere quite like them. 


A WONDERFUL OFFER! This notable work sells for $22 the six volumes. 
But to the first 500 applicants the whole set will be supplied for only $17 with no 
extra for mailing. For this special concession apply direct to author: Dr. J. Sidlow 
Baxter, c/o 5331 Horrocks Street, Philadelphia 24, Pennsylvania. Payment by 
check or post office order. 
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“Worthy of being classed 
with THROUGH GATES OF 
SPLENDOR. A first-rate piece 
of missionary writing.” 
—FRANK E. GAEBELEIN 


LAND 
BEYOND 
THE NILE 


By MALCOLM FORSBERG . 


The inspiring, exciting, true 
story of life in the Sudan In- 
terior Mission and of a young 
couple, Enid and Malcolm 
Forsberg, who have dedicated 
their lives to one of the great- 
est causes of all — helping 
Africa to make the Christian 
way its way. 
‘* An instructive, incisive, very 
human account of the trials of 
— missionaries in the 
udan that ends in triumph.’’ 
—RAYMOND V. EDMAN 


Illustrated with photographs 
and maps 
At your bookseller $3.95 


|___.Harper & Brothers, N.Y.16____| 
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CHRISTIAN TEACHERS WANTED! Two men or women, 
one for lower elementary grades, and one for upper 
grades, beginning September 1958 in Christian ~ | 
School. Write Monmouth County Christian School, 
1523 Allenwood Rd., Belmar, N. J. 








Wanted Retired men and women for advertising 
work. No investment, selli or collecting. Write 
Cc. A. McMillen, Clearfield, Pa. Box 446 for infor- 
mation. 





among all the people through whom we 
passed (Josh. 24:17). It was necessary 
on one occasion for Dan Crawford, the 
celebrated missionary, to hurry to his 
station as quickly as possible. Proceed- 
ing as fast as he could, he came to a 
deep stream which had to be crossed, 
and found that it was flooded, and no 
boats were available or usable. He and 
his party camped and prayed. An in- 
fidel might well have laughed aloud! 
How could God get them across the 
river? But, as they prayed, a tall tree 
that had withstood the torrents for 
scores of years began to totter and fall. 
It fell directly across the stream! As Mr. 
Crawford put it, “The Royal Engineers 
of Heaven had laid a pontoon bridge 
for God’s servants.”—From the Moody 
Church News. Sent by Albert Mygatt, 
Axtell, Kans. 


x 


Faith is the assurance that the thing 
which God has said in His Word is true, 
and that God will act. according to 
what He has said in His Word.—George 
Mueller. 
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For Junior Teachers 
By Ruth E. Dow 


Remembering God’s Goodness 
(Josh. 23:1-3; 24:14, 15, 24-26, 31) 
GREAT author—he wrote a history 
Book in the Bible. A great general— 
he conquered thirty-one kings. A great 
leader—he influenced his people to be 
true to God all their lives, even after 
his own death. Who was he? Joshua. 
Find the history Book he wrote. Did 
you like the stories you read in it? Tell 
us some of them. (Review the crossing 
of the Jordan, the capture of Jericho, 
and the defeat at Ai because of the sin 
of Achan. On the class map extend the 
arrows across the Jordan.) But they 
did capture Ai after the sin was taken 
care of. Caleb did conquer the giants. 
Here are seven more of Joshua’s stories: 
Capture of Ai (Josh. 8:1-29); Obeying 
God (8:30-35; Deut. 27:1 to 29:1); Fooled 
by Moldy Bread (Josh. 9); When the Sun 
Did Not Set (10:1-25); Victory and 
Peace (11:15-23; 12:24b); Caleb and the 
Giants (14:6-14; 15:14); Joshua’s Good- 
by Speech (24:1-30). 

God’s promises in Joshua 1:9 (last 
Memory Verse) came true. Most of the 
country was conquered and divided up 
among the people. They spread out and 
settled down. When Joshua became an 
old man he called the leading people 
from all the tribes together. Listen to 
the white-haired old man’s advice and 
warning. -(Read to the class Josh. 2332, 
3, 6, 8-13.) Again, shortly before he died, 
he called a meeting of all the people and 
their officers. He reviewed God’s good- 
ness from the days of Abraham, when 
He brought him from the idols in Ur to 
Canaan; Jacob and his children going 
to Egypt; Moses and Aaron and the 
plagues; the Red Sea and Egypt’s army 
buried in the waves; victories over 
mighty enemies in Canaan; and getting 
a country with cities all built, vineyards 
and olive trees all growing ready for 
food. Then came the challenge. (Read 
to the class Josh. 24:14, 15.) Whom, do 
you think they chose: the gods their an- 
cestors worshiped in Abraham’s old 
country, the gods in Canaan, or the 
Lord? Of course! (vv. 16-18.) Then 
Joshua reminded them it must be more 
than a choice in words, they must choose 
to obey (v. 19), but the people insisted 
(vv. 21-24). The solemn promise was 
written and added to the Book of the 
Law, and.a certain boulder which had 
“heard” all the promises of God and of 
the people was to be a reminder of those 
promises. 

Now, about you! Here is your life. 
*Draw a line from the left toward the 
right for a short distance. Put B for 
Birth at the beginning, and A part way 
along for Accountability. That means 
the time when you were old enough to 
understand about God’s love and Jesus’ 
death on the cross for you. At C, Choice, 
draw a cross; and fork into two roads, 
a narrow one slanting upward, and a 
wide one slanting downward. Draw an 
arc that intersects each road at D, Death. 
Within the arc E, Eternity, opposite the 
corresponding D’s, draw rectangles for 
Heaven and Hell. Use Matthew 7:13, 14, 
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and picture imaginatively the life ang 
destination of each road. Then come 
back in thought to C. Explain the signif- 
icance of the Cross and lead your pupils 
to decisions, using Joshua’s “Choose you 
this day whom ye will serve” (Josh. 24: 
15) and his injunction that it is not a 
matter of words but of all of life. If the 
question comes up about small children 
who die before A, we believe they are 
in Heaven with the Lord (Luke 18:15, 
16). 

“Therefore will we also serve the 
Lord; for he is our God” (Josh. 24:18, 
Memory Verse. Place on the poster by 
the children. Review Exod. 19:8; Deut. 
6: 5.) 


2 Original source of this diagram not known. 
Orono, MAINE. 


. x 





For Primary Teachers 
By Helen E. Odenwelder 


HERE is nothing too hard for God. 
Only one thing, we have learned, 
makes it impossible for God to do what 
He says He will do. That one thing is 
unbelief. And not believing God is sin. 
God’s people had been slaves in the 
land of Egypt, you remember. God 
wanted His people, however, to be in 
their homeland. So He performed one 
miracle after another to make it possible 
for the people He loved to start back 
home. Do you remember how God 
opened the Red Sea so that those thou- 
sands of people could go through on dry 
land? 

After traveling a few months, God's 
people arrived within sight of their 
homeland. It remained for them to cross 
the river and go in and take their own 
land. God said it was theirs. God said 
they should go in and take it. But the 
people did not believe God. Imagine 
that! He had done so many miracles 
that you would naturally expect them 
to obey Him, knowing He would take 
care of them. Instead, they were afraid 
of the giants in the land. So they did 
not go in. Because of their unbelief, God 
made them wander through the great 
wilderness for year after year after year 
(forty weary years!) 

Finally they again came to the shore 
of the Jordan River and looked over 
into their homeland. Their new captain, 
Joshua, was being guided by God, you 
may be sure. How excited the people 
must have been to have seen their own 
land—the land which was theirs but in 
which they had never lived! They could 
see the river, too. There was no bridge 
over it. And, worst of all, it had flooded 
over its banks. ( 

Listen to Captain Joshua! “You shall 
know that the living God is among you. 
He will drive out the enemies from your 
land. See! The priests are now going 
ahead of you carrying the ark of the 
Lord. [That was the most important part 
of their moveable church, about which 
we learned recently.) As Soon as the 
soles of the feet of the men who carty 
the ark of the Lord shall rest in the 
waters of Jordan, the waters of Jordan 


shall be cut off from the waters above; 




























ned, 
what 
ig is 

sin. 


e in 


sible 
back 


hou- 
r0d’s 
heir 


own 


icles 
hem 
take 


Treat 
year 


hore 
over 


ople 
own 
t in 











lesson for June 8 


and they shall stand like a heap.” Ima- 
gine that! Once before, God’s people had 
crossed a sea on dry ground. Now they 
were to cross a river on dry ground. 
‘But this time the river was not to open 
up until the men had their feet in the 
water. Would they believe God and step 
into the water? Or would they not be- 
lieve Him and stand on the edge to see 
if the water would open up? 

The great crowd of people swarmed 
out of their tents, following the ark of 
the Lord, watching while the men ap- 
proached the flooded river. On and on 
they went. There! The men stepped into 
the water. Then a shout! “God has 
opened the waters. The ground is dry!” 

The men who carried God’s ark (it 
was a golden box) went on to the mid- 
dle of the river. There they stood while 
men and women and children and ba- 
bies marched by them. Each one, as he 

the ark, was to remember, cer- 
tainly, that it was the miracle-working 
God who was caring for them. As they 
believed Him, He would fight their bat- 
tles for them. 

The people—there were many thou- 
sands of them—hurried across the river. 
Then they were in their homeland. What 
an exciting day that was! But God did 
not want them to forget what He had 
done. They were to remember it forever. 
The men who were holding the ark of 
the Lord were still standing in the-mid- 
dle of the river bed. In obedience to 
God’s command, Joshua sent twelve 
men back to the place where the men 
stood. Each one was to dig up a huge 
stone to be brought back to shore—a 
stone as large as each could carry. This 
they did, again passing the ark of the 
Lord. When the stones were on shore, 
Joshua explained, “This shall be a sign 
for you. We will pile these stones on 
top of each other. Here they will re- 
main. Whenever anyone asks, ‘What do 








This Week’s Questions Answered 


(The questions are on page 399) 

1. Not the portion of Egypt where the 
Children of Israel had lived, but a sec- 
tion in the south of Palestine. 

2. Esau (Josh. 24:4). 

3. North of the Sea of Galilee, not far 
trom Caesarea Philippi. 

4. Thirty-one (Josh. 12:24). 

5. The Hivites of Gibeon, a few miles 
forth and slightly west of Jerusalem 
(Josh. 11:19). 

6. To divide the land among the tribes 
(11: 23). 

7. No. It was left for the tribes to 
finish the task of subjugation after the 
general conquest by Joshua (see Josh. 
13: 1-6). 

8. At Shechem (Josh. 24:1). 

9. The gods of the Chaldeans beyond 
the Euphrates, and the gods of the 
Amorites in Palestine (Josh. 24:15). 


10. His deliverance of them from 
Egypt, and His giving them possession 
of Canaan (vv. 2-13). 

Exmuurst, ILL. 
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these stones méan?’ you are to tell them 
how you returned to your homeland on 
dry ground. These will remind God’s 
people forever of their God.” God is just 
the same today. He still performs mira- 
cles for those who believe Him. 


MILLERSVILLE, Pa. 
x 


Literature for the Blind 
(Continued from page 397) 


blessing from God,:the church is soon to 
begin a building program at some dis- 
tance from the present location. This 
will necessitate the Library’s acquiring 
facilities of its own. Certainly no one 
could express this need better than Miss 
McCraw, who has felt every heartbeat of: 
the Library, as she has labored prayer- 
fully, lovingly, and sacrificially for it 
from its infancy to its present magnif- 
icence—magnificence not in size and 
grandeur, but in glorious honor and 
praise to the Saviour. She expresses 
the need thus: 

“Pray that we may continue to praise 
God for the amount designated for buy- 
ing a home as soon as we have enough 
to pay cash for it; that we may be so 
faithful in our present location that He 
will prepare us for a larger work in a 
home of our own.” 

Yes, these have been years of growth 
but they have also been years of trial 
and testing, and, like gold from the re- 
finer’s fire, the Braille Circulating Li- 
brary lives as a monument of God’s 
love, grace, and faithfulness. With this 
thought in mind, can it not be said that 
the God who has supplied all needs in 
the past will certainly hear and answer 
the prayers of those who labor in this 
ministry of love and sacrifice for Him? 
In very fact, “Hath he said, and shall he 
not do it? or hath he spoken, and shall 
he not make it good?” (Num. 23:19.) 


RICHMOND, VA. 


% 
All by One’s Self 


(Continued from second page) 


must be all by himself in the world. 
No man’s duty can be done for him. A 
man of commanding influence, for ex- 
ample, can secure a good position for 
his son; but he cannot fill that position 
for his son, neither will any power of 
his enable his son to fill it. The son 
must stand or fall by himself, so far as 
filling that place is concerned. And how 
helpless we are toward enabling our 
friends to command from others the love 
and admiration that we would like them 
to have! Entreaty to this end is of no 
avail; nor will indignation over what 
we deem the poor taste or bad judg- 
ment of others accomplish anything in 
this direction. 

Each friend of ours must be by him- 
self—in the work he does, in the credit 
or loss he sustains, and in the confidence 
and affection accorded to him. And s0 
it must be with ourselves. And when 
our friend’s work, and when our work, 
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TELL US, PLEASE 


Answers to 
Life’s Great 
Questions 


CHARLES J. 
WOODBRIDGE 





Sound, Scriptural replies to forty 
basic questions concerning Christian 
life and doctrine. An ideal gift for 
the graduate . . . a helpful book for 
believers and nonbelievers of all ages. 

$2.00 





At your beokstere 
FLEMING Hl. REVELL COMPANY, Publishers 


A beautiful presentation of Isaiah 53:6 and John 
10:27, 28. Large figures for fannelboard printed 
in sparkling color on felt, ready to cut out and 
use. $1.50 postpaid. Write for list of flannel- 
board materials, including flannel backgrounds. 
Bible & Gift Shop, 146 Second Avenue 8., Wis- 
consin Rapids, Wisco: e 


WOW!A Life Income 
from a GIFT! ¢ 


Mail coupon for big illustrated 
booklet telling how you can 
invest your money with abso- 
lute safety and = a high rate 
of return up to 7% depending 
on age. You save time,worry, 
loss and enjoy tax advantages 
with The Salvation Army 
Income Gift Contracts which are truly 


“BONDS OF BLESSING” 


You administer your own estate which can never 
be dissipated because of disa mts or mis- 
management of heirs. You benefit and bless 
humanity through the work of this world-wide 
organization. You advance the cause of God 
among the needy and neglected. Make sure now 
of retirement income and carefree sunset years. 


Valuable Booklet Free 


Send today for Brochure describing the work of 
The Salvation Army and giving you full parti- 
culars on how to invest in its work and to make 
a successful Will. A uest to The Salvation 
Army can have world-wide influence for good. 
Any is an allowable deduction in comput- 
ing Federal estatetaxes and frequentlysaves much 
or all of the gift. Get the facts. Write today. 


MAIL THE COUPON TODAY! 





















* Extension Secretary, Dept. ST-58 


booklet telling all the advantages of 
| “Bonds of Blessing” and How to Make a Will. 


| Name 


| Addr. 


| City Zone___State___ 


THE SALVATION ARMY 


Dept. ST-58 860 N. Dearborn St., Chicago 10, ill. 
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is done, then “every one of us shall give 
account of himself to God.” Not as fam- 
ilies, not as churches, not as communi- 
ties, but as individuals, must we “all 
appear before the judgment seat of 
Christ; that every one may receive the 
things done in his body, according to 
that he hath done, whether it be good 
or bad” (2 Cor. 5:10). 

Even where love is holiest, and where 
intimacy is closest, there comes an hour 
when he whom the Father has called 
must say to those nearest and dearest 
to him, “Tarry ye here, while I go yon- 
_ der.” Each one by himself came alone 
into this world; each one by himself has 
his own character and his own duties 
as he goes on through this world; each 
one by himself—even though he be re- 
deemed by the blood of Christ, and be 
bound by the tenderest of ties to others 
who are also Christ’s—must pass out 
from this world to meet his Saviour all 
by himself. 

(To be continued) 
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The Christian Fellowship Tour 
Almost Completely Reserved 








NCE.again the Trues wishes to an- 
O nounce this year’s Christian Fel- 
lowship Tour. It leaves Chicago on June 
23, and returns thereto July 15. 

It includes a voyage aboard the Can- 
adian Pacific’s fine S.S. Princess Louise 
through the calm waters of the Inside 
Passage for more than a thousand miles 
along the rugged British Columbia and 
Alaska coasts. The group will see and 
enjoy shadowy fjords, hidden canals of 
indescribable beauty, great mountain 
peaks rising from the water’s edge, and 
high waterfalls crashing into the ocean. 

The tour will stop at interesting and 
picturesque cities along the way. It also 
includes Banff and Lake Louise in the 
Canadian Rockies, and sight-seeing in 
the charming cities of Vancouver, Vic- 
toria, and Seattle. There will be over- 
night stops at Banff Springs Hotel and 
Chateau Lake Louise, and two nights 
will be spent at the Empress Hotel in 
Victoria, B. C. Yellowstone National 
Park and Grand Teton National Park 
will be visited eastbound. Many other 
interesting sights are included. Mr. and 
Mrs. Jaeger will accompany the tour 
throughout. 

A folder giving rates and details may 
be obtained by sending a card to Mr. 
Harry J. Jaeger, Executive Vice-Presi- 
dent and Secretary, The Sunday School 
Times Company, 325 N. 13th St., Phila- 
delphia 5. 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 
With the New Books 





Except as noted, these books may be 
ordered through the Times Book 
Service, 18th and Arch Sts., Phila- 
delphia 3. With each order of less 
than $3, please include 15 cents addi- 
tional; and with each order of $3 or 
over, please include 5 per cent addi- 
tional for postage and handling costs. 





When We Go to Church. By Elizabeth 
B. Jones. (The Warner Press, Anderson, 
Ind., 75 cents.) It is pleasant to meet a 
dear little girl named Linda and to fol- 
low along With her in picture and poem. 
Though her Christian parents have just 
moved to town, on the very first Sun- 
day Linda’s daddy takes all the family 
to Sunday school. The Primary teacher 
is kind and the boys and girls in her 
class are friendly, so Linda is more than 
happy to join in their prayer and song. 
The family stays also for church, and 
there the little girl feels God come very 
close. 


Archaeology and the Old Testament. 
By J. A. Thompson. (Wm. B. Eerdmans 
Pub. Co., Grand Rapids 3, Mich., $1.50, 
hard cover.) Destructive critics only a 
few years ago were constantly attack- 
ing the Bible on historic grounds. For 
example, they did not believe that there 
was ‘an historic background for such 
characters as Abraham in the Land of 
Canaan and Egypt, Jacob in Mesopota- 
mia, and Joseph in Egypt. Here is one 
of the Pathway Books on the archaeol- 
ogy of the Old Testament that shows 
that they were completely wrong in 
this criticism. The author is a lecturer 
in Old Testament studies in the Bap- 
tist Theological College, New South 
Wales, Australia. His book is small, but 
it whets the appetite to read more from 
the books listed in his bibliography. 
He calls the reader’s attention to a few 
of the discoveries brought to the world 
of Biblical scholarship through the la- 
bors of men of science. As one reads, 
he passes in quick review over the story 
of God’s people from the days of Abra- 
ham until the time when Jerusalem fell 
to Nebuchadnezzar,’ and the Jews went 
into exile. 
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Children at Home 


Chanco the Boy Who Saved 
Jamestown 
Founded on Fact 


By Esther O. Smith 


T HAD been a warm day on March 21 

in the year 1622. The sun shone down 
on the fields of the plantation where the 
men and boys had worked all day plant- 
ing corn. Chanco was tired at the end 
of the day, and just before dark he had 
gone down to the James River to do 
some night fishing. 

Chanco started to push his canoe into 
the rippling waters of the James when 
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he heard a low sound. Quickly turning 
his head he saw his brother step from 
behind a tree. " 

“What is the matter with my brother?” 
thought Chanco. “He acts as though he 
doesn’t want anyone to see him.” 

Chanco walked over to the well- 
branched tree and the two boys sat 
down on a log. 

Chanco was an Indian boy who 
had been apprenticed by Richard 
Pace. Richard Pace’s plantation, “Pace’s 
Paines,” was located up the river from 
Jamestown. Jamestown, a small village 
in Virginia, was the first English settle- 
ment in this country. Richard Pace had 
taught Chanco to read and write and 
treated him as a son, not as a servant. 

The Indian lad turned to his older 
brother. “What is the matter with 
Chanco’s brother? You seem much dis- 
turbed.” 

“Much disturbed. Much to _ do,” 
Chanco’s brother replied. “White man 
take Indian’s land. Indians do not like. 
Opechancanough has planned to kill 
white man.” 

“No!” gasped Chanco. “White man 
friend of Indians. White man try to help 
our people. Chanco has learned much 
from white man.” 

“I know,” his brother answered. “You 
have given up the gods of your people 
and accepted the God of the white man. 
Our gods are right for red man. Let 
white man have his own God.” 

Chanco shook his head. “There is one 
true God, my brother. He is not just 
the white man’s God.” 

Chanco’s brother dug the toe of his 
moccasin into the sand. 

“The time has come, Chanco, when 
you must stand with your own people. 
Opechancanough has plan for each one 
of us. Tomorrow morning, soon after 
daybreak, you are to murder Pace and 
his people. Then you are to go down 
river and meet red men outside James- 
town. Opechancanough plans to kill all 
settlers and destroy their village.” 

Chanco looked at his brother in dis- 
may. Murder the white man! Destroy 
the village of Jamestown! The bronze- 
skinned boy realized what the English- 
men were trying to do for his people. 
They were endeavoring to civilize the 
red men and convert them to Christian- 
ity. Richard and Isabella Pace had taken 
Chanco to the services in the small 
church in Jamestown. When the Pace 
family gathered for prayer and the 
reading of God’s Word, Chanco joined 
them. One evening Chanco had accepted 
Christ as his Saviour. 

Chanco hesitated for a moment be- 
fore he spoke. How could he make his 
brother understand? 

“My brother, I think much of my 
people but I think much of these Chris- 
tians. They are my brothers, too.” 

“Then you will not obey the command 
of the great chief, Opechancanough?” 

“No, my brother, I cannot obey 
Opechancanough’s command. I must 
obey God’s command, ‘Thou shalt not 
kill.’” 

Chanco’s brother stood up and, turn- 
ing, quickly disappeared among the 
trees. 
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Chanco was very much troubled. 
Would his brother feel that it was his 
duty to return to Opechancanough and 
til him that Chanco had refused to obey 
bis command? It was a very serious of- 
fense to refuse to obey the chief’s or- 
ders. Chanco realized that it might cost 
him his life, but he knew that he had 
done right when he told his brother that 
te could not obey Opechancanough’s 
ommand. 

The Indian boy walked slowly toward 
the Pace home. The house was very dark 
aad he decided that the family had re- 
lied for the night. He sat down under 
ttree and leaned against the trunk. He 
tied to relax but could not. Chanco 
lkaned forward and there was a struggle 
in his heart as he tried to decide what 
«tion he should take. Should he dis- 
pear into the forest or should he go 
into the house and warn Richard Pace 
ot the coming attack? Just before day- 
light he knew just what he should do. 
There was no question in his heart now. 
Chanco jumped up and hurried toward 
the Pace home. He entered quietly and 
hurried toward Richard Pace’s room. 
The door was open and Chanco saw 
that Mr. Pace was sound asleep. 

“Wake up, Mr. Pace, wake up!” 
Richard Pace turned over and Chanco 
shook him gently. 
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“Mr. Pace, the Indians are coming to 
kill the white men and to destroy the 
village of Jamestown.” 

Richard Pace was on his feet in a 
second. 

“Tl call my wife, Chanco. You wake 
the other members of the household. 
Then go down to the shore and get sev- 
eral boats ready. We will try to go down 
the river to Jamestown and warn Capt. 
William Powell. If he is able to get the 
settlers inside the stockade, their lives 
may be saved.” - 


They had to move so quickly that 


there was not time to realize the great 
danger that confronted them. 

There was no trouble in getting down 
the river. When they reached the fort 
at Jamestown they called to the guard, 
“Open the gate! The Indians are com- 
ing!” 

The guard aroused the soldiers and 
they hurried out to warn the settlers 
who had built homes outside the stock- 
ade. 

Soon after daylight the Indians ap- 
peared. They had come down the river 
in their canoes. When the soldiers saw 
them start to crawl toward the fort, 
they greeted them with the boom of 
guns and cannon. This frightened the 
Indians. They realized that the settlers 
had been warned of Opechancanough’s 
plan to destroy the village. The Indians 
turned back to the river and did not 
carry out their attack on Jamestown. 

When the last canoe disappeared up 
the river, Richard Pace turned to 
Chanco. “We owe you a great debt, 
Chanco. God has used you to save our 
lives and prevent the destruction of our 
village. You will always be remembered 
as the Christian boy who saved James- 
town.” 
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The Young People’s 
Prayer Meeting 
By John W. Lane, Jr. 


Sunday, June 8 


2. Paul Meets a Businesswoman 
(Acts 16:13-15, 40) 


Topics are copyrighted by the International 
Society of Christian Endeavor, and are 
used by permission. 

HE introductién of the Gospel into 
‘See began with Paul’s response 
to a vision in which a Macedonian man 
asked him to come over to Macedonia 
and help the people there, as we saw 
last week. This week we are to consider 
the first person in Europe whom Paul 
had an opportunity to lead to Christ, 
and strangely enough it was not a man 
but a woman. 

+4 

The Scripture portion chosen from 
Acts 16 for this week’s topic tells us 
that the chief city of Macedonia to 
which Paul and Silas, and probably 
Timothy and Luke, came was Philippi 
which was “a colony” (v. 12). The Ro- 
man colonia differed from our modern 
colonies in that they were essentially 
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military positions. Philippi had been 
established by Augustus and, like other 
Roman colonies, was considered, polit- 
ically, as a part of Rome. 


ve 

It would seem that there were no Jew- 
ish synagogues within the city. However, 
the Jews who lived in Philippi wor- 
shiped outside the city by a riverside, 
probably because this made convenient 
the ceremonial washings that were part 
of the Jewish services. Paul, as his 
custom was on his missionary journeys, 
sought out first the Jews in the place, 
feeling, as he indicates in Romans 1:16, 
that God’s order for the proclamation 
of the Gospel was “to the Jew first, and 
also to the Greek,” or in other words 
first to the Jews and then to those who 
were not Jews. 

se 

We are not told how many were at 
this prayer meeting by the riverside, 
nor how many of these were men. If 
our present-day prayer meetings are any 
criteria, women were probably in the 
majority. That there were, however, 
evidently some men in the group at 
Philippi who came to believe on Christ 
is indicated by the fact that, when Paul 
later returned to Lydia’s home, he met 
with “the brethren” (v. 40). 


ye 

Only Lydia is mentioned at first as 
giving attention to the Gospel that Paul 
preached, and then believing, and be- 
ing baptized. Lydia was a native of 
Thyatira, a city in Asia Minor, and she 
conducted a business in Philippi of sell- 
ing “purple,” or crimson cloth. This was 
a commodity highly prized in those days 
by the rich and noble, a fact that is 
attested to by our expression today, 
“royal purple.” It was a color in cloth 
that was difficult to obtain in those days, 
and was dyed by the use of a rare shell- 
fish found only in the Mediterranean 


, Sea. It was thought that Lydia was a 


Gentile who had been converted to 
Judaism. She was evidently a devout 
worshiper of the true God, and when she 
heard the Gospel as preached by Paul, 
she was ready to give heed, and to be- 
lieve, and to be baptized. 


we 

We are not to think from the expres- 
sion “whose heart the Lord opened,” in 
verse 14, that somehow God mys- 
teriously puts great faith and trust in 
the hearts of certain individuals and 
not in the hearts of others. Lydia was 
not converted in spite of herself. She 
had acted step by step upon the faith 
and upon the opportunities that God 
had given her. She had accepted the rev- 
elation of the true God that she had 
found in Judaism, and she devoutly 
worshiped the true God in the light of 
that faith. She was in the place of prayer 
and worship when God brought to her 
a fuller revelation in the Gospel of 
Jesus Christ as preached by Paul, and 
she gave attention to that. When she 
heard, she believed, and accepted Christ 
as her Saviour. 

ye 
Is it unreasonable to ask whether 
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Lydia would have been converted to 
Christ if she had been spending her 
Sabbath at some place that in her day 
was the equivalent to one of our sea- 
shore resorts, or golf courses? If we 
want our Christian faith to grow, we 
must put ourselves in the place where 
God can bring into our lives the influ- 
ences He has ordained for Christian 


» growth. Even God cannot do much for 


us if we persist in seeking the compan- 
ionship and worldly pleasures and ac- 
tivities of those who care nothing for 


“our Lord. And when God does speak 


to us through the ministry of other be- 
lievers or through His Word, let us pay 
attention and be obedient to the light 
He gives us. Thus we will grow in grace 
and in the knowledge of our Lord and 
Saviour Jesus Christ. 


PHILADELPHIA. 
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For Family Worship 
By Ernest M. Wadsworth, D.D. 





Daily Bible Readings on the International 
Lessons, issued the Internation. 
Sunday School sson Committee. 


June 2 to 8 


Mon., June 2.—Josh. 3:7-13. 
Crossing the Jordan. 


PRAYER SuccestTions: “And the Lord 
said unto Joshua, This. day will I begin 
to magnify thee in the sight of all 
Israel, that they may know that, as I 
was with Moses, so I will be with thee.” 
The divine hand in the parting of the 
waters of the River Jordan was the same 
that divided the waters of the Red Sea 
at the exodus of Israel from Egypt. As 
the Lord was with Moses then, so He 
was with Joshua at the parting of Jor- 
dan. The God of the present is the same 
as the God of the past. Pray for new 
glory in the churches by Christ Jesus. 


Tues., June 3.—Josh. 4:1-7. 
Memorial Stones. 


PRAYER SuGGESTIONS: “What mean ye 
by these stones?” New generations in 
Israel would be asking questions about 
these memorial stones. The miraculous 
crossing of the Jordan would be re- 
hearsed in their hearing. Thus the won- 
derful works of God would be remem- 
bered generation after generation. Let 
us make it our care to keep the great 
facts of Christianity before the minds 
of our young people. Pray for a great 
work of grace among young people. 


Wed,, June 4.—Josh. 14:1-5. 
The Inheritance of Canaan. 


PRAYER SuGcEsTIONsS: “By lot was their 
inheritance, as the Lord commanded.” 
The land was divided by Moses as the 
Lord had commanded. Forfeited by 
their unbelieving parents, it was now 
the enjoyable possession of their be- 
lieving children. So with the blessings 
of the Christian life, they must be en- 
tered upon by faith “that it might be by 
grace” (Rom. 4:16). Without faith it is 
impossible to please God. Christian, the 
only way you can possess your posses- 
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sions in Christ and the spiritual bless. 
ings with which you have been blessed 
in Him, is by faith! Do you declare your 
trust in God? “I believed, and therefore 
have I spoken” is the language of faith. 
Pray for boldness to declare your con- 
fidence in the faithfulness of God. 


Thurs., June 5.—Josh. 14:6-13. 
c A Long-Awaited Reward, 


PRAYER SuGGESTIONS: “Thou knowest 
the thing that the Lord said unto Moses 
the man of God concerning me and thee 
in Kadesh-barnea.” Caleb held on to 
the promise of God until God fulfilled 
the same. He greeted it afar off, but the 
time came when he embraced God’s 
promised blessing. How rich we would 
all be if we let God’s great and precious 
promises keep alive good hopes in our 
hearts, and fully expected God to keep 
them in the fullness of time He has in ' 
mind for them! Plead the promises. 
Pray for things within the will of God, 
and expect answers. 


Fri., June 6.—Josh. 23:1-8. 
Charge to Israel. 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Take good heed 
therefore unto yourselves, that ye love 
the Lord your God” (v. 11). The basic 
need of every soul is a heart to love and 
obey God. All who fail to remember 
their Creator in the days of their youth 
will forget to remember Him and others 
in the days of their later years. This 
farewell message of Joshua to Israel 
pleased God, and He has given it a large 
place in His everlasting Book. Its in- 
fluence will yet be great upon Israel 
(Isa. 30:21). Pray that Christian parents 
may be faithful in giving godly coun- 
sel, backed by godly living, to their 
children. 


Sat., June 7.—Josh. 24:2-13. 
The Lord’s Leading. 


PraYER SUGGESTIONS: “Your eyes have 
seen what I have done.” Proof of God’s 
leading Israel shines out on all the pages 
of Bible history. Visible evidence of 
God’s watch-care over His chosen na- 
tion, and. over His Church, should 
mightily exhort us to render full obe- 
dience to the Lord. Then, too, we all 
have personal remembrances of God's 
manifold benefits which urge our instant 
response to His will. Pray that your 
feet may be swift to answer Him, and 
your heart jubilant in response to His 
call. 


Sun., June 8.—Josh. 24:19-28. 
A Solemn Promise. 


PRAYER SuGGEsTIONS: “Ye are wit- 
nesses against yourselves that ye have 
chosen you the Lord. . . . And they said, 
We are witnesses.” Vows and promises 
are sacred things. God records them and 
holds all of us accountable for them. He 
encourages us to make good vows and 
demands that we keep them. Be careful 
to let your “yea be yea; and your nay, 
nay,” for whatsoever is otherwise 
cometh of evil. “When thou vowest 4 












vow unto God, defer not to pay it” 
(Eccles. 5:4). Pray for more carefulness 
in making and keeping your promises. 

















a @ ee 


waa 0lC OD] 


—— | 


